18/ 04/ 2001

PM This is in response to worker's reaction

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad today
said the decision to allow contributors of the Enpl oyees Provident Fund to
deci de their quantumof contribution was made in view of their reaction
towards the recent reduction of their contribution.

"There are sone people who are not happy (with the reduction) ... and
they want to picket. Wiy picket? If they don't want to contribute, say so
and if they want to pay nore, just say so," he said when speaking to
reporters after opening the International Islamc University Malaysia in
Gonbak t oday.

The Prime M nister said the Governnent could not stop contributors from
contributing higher than the present rate to the EPF

"I'f they want to contribute nore, we cannot stop them because we have a
provision in the EPF allowing themto do so. If the contributors feel that
they want to contribute 11 per cent or 12 per cent, that's fine," he said,
addi ng that the Government woul d not be affected by the contributors
decision to contribute nine per cent or higher

However, Dr Mahat hir was sceptical whether nmany woul d want to contribute
hi gher than 11 per cent.

He said many woul d not be happy if the Government decided to increase
their contribution to 15 per cent.

"Sonetinmes they (contributors) demand to withdraw nore than we have
allowed ... (they are allowed to withdraw) to buy conputers but they never
use it to buy conputers ... just give themthe opportunity to withdraw and
they woul d wit hdraw, " he added.
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