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PAS NOT CAPABLE OF DEVELOPI NG TERENGGANU, SAYS ABDULLAH

KEPALA BATAS, April 29 (Bernama) -- The PAS government in Terengganu
could not develop the state because its |eaders |ack ideas and are
i ncapabl e of solving the state's financial problens, Datuk Seri Abdullah
Ahmad Badawi said today.

The deputy prine minister said PAS failure to plan effectively for
devel opnent was obvi ous when the federal governnment started extendi ng
speci al paynent directly to the people in Terengganu

Al t hough there were still nmany poor people in Terengganu, PAS |eaders
were so preoccupied with religious obligations that they seened to forget
the people's needs in this world, he said when opening the Kepal a Bat as
Umo di vi sion neeting.

"I amnot saying it is not inportant to fulfil religious obligations
but they have forgotten to work for the good in this world, and it is clear
t hat Terengganu PAS has failed in its duty to run the state," said
Abdul | ah, who is Umo deputy president.

To hide its failure to devel op Terengganu, PAS had accused Umo of
snatching away its oil royalty, said Abdullah, who is al so Kepal a Bat as
Umo chi ef.

Citing Penang as an exanple, Abdullah said the state had continued to
devel op and prosper even after its free port status was w thdrawn by the
federal governnent.

He said the Penang Gerakan governnent then led by Tun Dr Li m Chong Eu
had adm nistered the state well and developed its industrial sector to
bring in nore revenue. Gerakan was briefly in the opposition before joining
t he Bari san Nasi onal

"Al t hough Penang lost its free port status, it is still capable of
achi evi ng success because of its |eaders' ability to plan and admi nister,"
he said.

Abdul | ah said parties |like PAS and DAP criticised Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad for his econom c recovery neasures but the
opposition | eaders thensel ves | acked i deas to overcome the problem

If the opposition had been voted into power in an election then, it
woul d have called in the International Mnetary Fund (IMF) to revive the
econorny, he said.

"Just | ook at what happened in nei ghbouring countries which allowed the
IM-to inplenent its econom c rehabilitation nmeasures,” he said.

The inability of PAS to devel op Terengganu and Kel antan should serve as
a rem nder to the people not to give power to people w thout experience in
running a state or country, he said.

He said PAS could not possibly rule Penang because the Mal ays are the
mnority in the state and they realise that through Umo's struggles they
could share power in the Gerakan-led governnent.
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