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Pairin: W need to work together

Shanmsul Akmar; Ai non Mohd

FOR someone who had once stood up against the likes of forner Sabah Chi ef
M ni ster Datuk Harris Salleh who is known for his tenper, Datuk Seri
Joseph Pairin Kitingan does not | ook |ike a "tough politician”

And for someone who had been accused by Bari san Nasi onal conponent party
| eaders as a back-stabber, the Parti Bersatu Sabah president's mld
manneri sns are definitely m sl eadi ng.

Met barely three hours after he handed to Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Moharmad PBS' application to rejoin the BN, Pairin was his usua
self - snmling and joking with the party's suprene council nenbers who had
conme down to Kuala Lunpur to be with him

The cosy anbi ence of the Chinese restaurant in a hotel in the capital
wi t nessed the cl oseness and canaraderi e shared between Pairin and the PBS
counci | menbers.

But the atnosphere did not belie the fact that Pairin was the Hu
guan Si ou (paranmount | eader).

And there was sonething very telling in the confines of the reserved
roomof the restaurant - everyone, Pairin included, seened very relieved.
When asked, Pairin was quick to answer: "Ch yes, very nuch relieved."

On his side, his deputy Dr Maxinmus Ongkili nodded in agreenent, a
gesture noticeably shown by sone 20 other PBS | eaders and friends who had
j oined the dinner

It is not surprising that such relief was felt. After all, the PBS had
gone through a long and winding political trail since it left the BN three
days before the COctober 1990 general el ection.

In the 1994 Sabah el ection, Pairin saw how his assenbl ymen who won their
seats on the PBS ticket and secured the State rul e, abandoned hi mand
handed the State Governnment to BN

Since then, no one would dare to bet on PBS returning to power even if
the party managed to secure the mgjority of seats in the State |egislative
assenbly, believing that the el ected representati ves woul d just cross over
to their opposing canps as they did in 1994.

It was a relief too because the application to rejoin BN finally becane
areality after nearly six nonths of negotiations and bargai ni ng.

In the interview, Pairin, despite his earlier reluctance to have it, was
prepared to take on any questi ons.

Al'l the answers seened to fall into place

"Of the record” stuff would have enlightened nbst on why the PBS pul |l ed
out in 1990 and the need for it to return to the fold now

But Pairin did not want themrecorded, at |east for now, either to avoid
hurting other parties or keeping themas his aces in the future.

Regardl ess, Pairin is aware that there will be opposition to the planned
return to BN, be it fromwithin the PBS or fromconponent parties in the
BN.

But he seened prepared to take the risk - either because he has nothing
nmore to lose or that he truly believes that the nove is the best for the
party and the peopl e of Sabah.

At the end of it all, one can expect himto renmain unperturbed. Pairin,
as politician or otherwise, is a man who loves living life to the fullest.
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