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PAK LAH CONGRATULATES S WAK BN FOR THUMPI NG W N

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 27 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi has
congratul ated the Sarawak Barisan Nasional (BN) for its landslide win in
the state el ection today and said the peopl e have nade a w se choi ce.

The Deputy Prine Mnister said the victory showed that the BN had
wor ked hard and gai ned the confidence of the people in Sarawak.

Abdul | ah, who is in Saudi Arabia on a visit since Mnday, also
congratulated all the victorious BN candi dates.

The BN coul d ensure the continued progress of Sarawak and the people
had made the right choice by returning the coalition to power, said
Abdul | ah, who is BN deputy chairnman.

"Wth this mandate, the Sarawak state Bari san Nasi onal governnent can
continue with its devel opnent programmes for Sarawak to ensure the people's
wel | - bei ng, " he said.

He al so thanked the people of Sarawak for placing their trust in the
BN.

Information Mnister Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob said the victory refl ected
t he confidence of voters and the Sarawak people in the BN | eadershi p.

"I believe this is the response and appreciation of voters for Tan Sri
Abdul Taib Mahmud. | am confident the BN | eadership will once again give
himthe trust to |l ead the BN governnment in Sarawak," he said when
i nterviewed by RTM

Khalil, who is Umo secretary-general, said the voters had nade the
nost appropriate deci sion by not giving any seat to parties which were |ess
established in the state.

He hoped that the people's confidence in the BN would inspire its
vi ctorious candidates to continuing serving the people well.

In terms of the overall national scenario, the BN win in Sarawak
augured well for the BN governnent in Ml aysia, he said.

"I hope the whole world will see and be confident in the BN | eadership.
The Sarawak state election is a true statenent...in ternms of |eadership,
adm ni stration and the spirit of the BN governnent itself,"” he said.

Commenting on BN s loss of only two seats and the failure of PAS
candi dates, Khalil said the Sarawak BN had been expected to win by a
two-thirds majority.

"This is based on the excellent service record of the Barisan Nasional
in Sarawak which is difficult to be matched by any party. W al so know t hat
t he assenbl ymen there | ook after their constituencies well.

"The nost interesting thing is the way Tan Sri Abdul Taib timed the
election and this also contributed to the BN victory," he said.

The two seats which slipped fromthe BN were Ki durong whi ch was won by
the DAP and Mel uan which went to an | ndependent.

M C president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu described the victory as the
greatest gift fromthe people of Sarawak to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad.

"This confirns that his | eadership is fool proof,"” he said.

Sany Vellu, who is Wirks Mnister, said the people wanted Dr Mhat hir
to get stronger, happier and stay in good health for nmany, many years.

He congratul ated Abdul Taib, who is Parti Pesaka Bum putera Bersatu
(PBB) president, for the resounding w n.

"He is the man who built Sarawak from scratch to a very beautiful
state. He brought a |lot of developnent. Hs | eadership is proven," he said.



Sany Vel lu said he was happy that the BN had grown stronger and that
t he people of Sarawak had rejected the lies spread by the opposition

"All the dirty tactics used by the opposition have been conpletely
rejected," he said.
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Cerakan secretary-general Chia Kwang Chye said the decision of the
peopl e in Sarawak was nost wel cone as it was a vote for nationa
devel opnent.

"The decision to vote for Barisan Nasional shows that they are positive
| ooking, and it is even nore appropriate at a tinme when the government is
handl i ng uncertainty in the aftermath of what happened in the United
States, " he said.

Chia said the strong mandate given to the BN would help the country's
| eaders overcone any problens faced by the people, including the econonic
sl owdown.
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