24 FEB 2001
PAK LAH ARRI VES I N CAIRO FOR D8 SUW T

By: Abdul Miin Abdul Mjid

CAIRO, Feb 24 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah
Ahmad Badawi arrived in Cairo today for the third sunmt of the heads of
state and governnent of the Goup of Eight devel oping countries (D8).

The first summit was held in Istanbul in 1997 while Dhaka hosted the
second one two years ago.

The sunmit, which will be opened by Egyption President Hosni Mibarak,
will be held at the residential palace in Heliopolis here.

A Wsma Putra official said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad coul d not cone to Cairo as he had to attend to domestic matters.

Thi s evening, Abdullah is scheduled to nmeet with Ml aysi an students at
Asrama Mal aysi a Abbasi a here.

He is al so scheduled to hold bilateral talks w th Mbarak and
I ndonesi an Presi dent Abdurrahman Vahi d.

He will be the guest-of-honour at a dinner to be hosted by Ml aysian
anbassador to Egypt Datuk Abu Bakar Daud at his residence tonorrow.
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