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Pandi t han: |' mbeing ridiculed

Bal an Mbses; Patrick Sennyah

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Indian Progressive Front president Datuk MG
Pandi t han, indicating that the party will decline the MC offer of a
merger, said the offer of a Central W rking Conmittee post was "like

ridiculing ne".
He said he never expected a post in the event he returned to the MC as
his policy was to contest for positions.

"BEven if you give ne a Central Wrking Commttee post, |'m not
interested. It's like he (MC president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu) is
ridiculing me. | never asked for that. | want to contest and win," he told

t he New Sunday Ti nes.

The former M C vice-president was expelled in 1988 after being charged
wi t h indiscipline.

He said he had asked for the MC constitution after the initial offer of
a nerger by Sany Vellu to identify the rights of expelled nenbers.

However, he said, Sany Vellu had declined to provide either the
constitution or the witten proposals on the proposed nerger.

Asked why he felt Samy Vellu was inviting the party back into the MC
after 12 years, he replied he was puzzled by the offer.

"I don't know why he has invited nme now especially since ny del egates
conference is around the corner (to be held tonorrow)."

To a question on whether he felt nmenbers would | ean towards joining the
Peopl e's Progressive Party |led by Datuk M Kayveas, he said there had been
a lot of unwarranted coments from Kayveas on the nerger proposal

"I only hope they will not join the Opposition. If all the nenbers
choose the PPP, then the choice is up to them Pandithan is immterial."

He sai d Kayveas was childish to say that he should go back to the MC
"as he does not know Samy Vel lu."

On how he expected del egates to vote, he said he was prepared to accept
t hei r deci si on.

"As far as | amconcerned, | feel | have done my duty well and if
menbers choose to continue to struggle, | will gowith them It is their
choi ce. ™

His reluctance to rejoin the MC, he said, stermmed fromthe fact that he
did not want to be put in a simlar situation as in 1988 when he was
sacked fromthe party.

"l also risk being sacked again, if not by Sany Vellu, by sonme other
|l eader if | bring the issue of the interests of the grassroots up if |
ever join the MC. "

Pandi t han, a forner Trade and |Industry Mnistry Parlianentary Secretary
and senator, said it would be better for the IPF to renain i ndependent and
wait for adm ssion into the Barisan Nasional.

He said the I PF had given himan opportunity to speak of the probl ens
af fecting the grassroots which he clained he could not do in the MC.

"A separate identity is better because we can co-operate to work for the
betternent of the community. There will be no suspicion anong us. You will
not worry about ne taking over and | dont have to worry about being
sacked. "

Asked if he felt a nmerger between the IPF and MC would | ead to greater
unity anong the Indians, he said it was a good idea on paper.

"But the style and ideas are different. Sanmy Vellu has two roles to
play, that of political |eader and another of comrunity |eader in the



broader spectrum | have two roles to play also. One is a comunity role
especi ally where the grassroot community whi ch needs nuch attention and
focus is concerned.”

Conmenting on Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad' s recent
statenment that IPF's entry into the BN had been held up by the | ack of
consensus anong BN component parties, he said there was nothing wong with
two I ndi an-based parties being in the BN

"There are Mal ay and Chi nese-based parties working in the BN. No one
shoul d suspect IPF' s intentions. W could both work together for the
betternent of the people.”

Qutlining IPF s role within the Indian community, he said it was to
safeguard the wel fare of the poor and down trodden

"W have a role to play to alleviate this problemand | et them have the
same status as other Indians."”
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