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PANEL TO BE FORVED TO DEAL W TH FALSE REPORTS | N FOREI GN MEDI A

KUANTAN, Feb 4 (Bernama) -- The information and foreign mnistries are
setting up a joint-comrttee to deal with inaccurate reports about Mal aysia
appearing in the foreign nedia, Information Mnister Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob
sai d today.

He said the commtteee would hold its inaugural meeting next week to
identify the steps to take to counter such reporting.
"(Foreign Mnister) Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar and | have agreed to

the setting up of the conmttee....we want to focus on matters that have
been deliberately msreported,” he said.
Khalil, who is the nmenber of parlianment for Kuantan, was speaking to

reporters at a Chinese New Year reception organi sed by the Kuantan Chi nese
Peopl e's Consultative Commttee.

He was commenting on the picture of Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
appearing in the Jan 26 issue of 'Asiaweek' which, according to the Prine
M nister, attenpted to potray himas a foolish and tired-I|o0ing person

Khal il said Umo executive secretary Datuk Tengku Adnan Tengku Mansor
had witten to the Hong Kong-based magazi ne for an expl anati on

"We had agreed to set up the committee even before this issue caused by
Asi aweek as several other nmagazi nes had al so nisrepresented facts w thout
finding out the true situation in the country,” he said.

He added that such actions by the foreign nmedia gave the inpression
that they had pre-conceived i deas about Ml aysia and | ooked at the country
wi th envy.
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