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Mahat hi r - Soci ety
PARENTS HAVE VI TAL ROLE | N MOULDI NG CHARACTER OF CHI LDREN

PETALI NG JAYA, Sept 1 (Bernamm) -- Parents and teachers play an
i mportant role in noulding the character of children and instilling in them
good val ues which will guide themto maturity, the Prinme Mnister said
t oday.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said this noul ding of character should
begin at an early age and they should be given proper education so that the
good principles could take root in them

"When they are still young they can be noulded in the way we |ike them
to be .... if we raise themup to practise good values, they will stick to
t hese val ues even when they grow up to adul t hood."

"But if we sow the seeds of bad habit in them their attitude wll
surely not be good when they are adults and will not benefit them nor the
society," he said when |aunching the d obal Canpaign, Say Yes for Children
at Bandar Sunway here.

The canpai gn organi sed by the National Unity and Soci al Devel opnent
Mnistry is a global effort to nake the world comunity realise the need to
create a better world fit for children

Dr Mahathir was very sad and di sappoi nted over the child abuse cases
occurring in the country and wanted society to give serious attention to
this problem and report such cases to the authorities.

"These days we are sad over the child abuse cases which even have | ed
to death. This is nost disappointing as they cannot defend thensel ves and
depend on grown-ups," he said.

He urged the people to seriously inmplenent the "Say Yes to Children”
canpai gn which was ainmed at creating a confortable and safe environnent to
grow up for all the children of this country.

"I hope the canpaign's slogan will be received seriously by all adults
as children are our inheritors and we should | ove our children,” he said.

Having said that, there was also the need to criticise the childlren
often and forbid themfrom doing certain things and parents could not say
"yes" when they did things which were neither good for them nor society,
the Prinme M nister said.

Dr Mahathir said he was proud that many Ml aysi ans were giving
attention to orphans and to Orang Asli children in this country.

"I am happy that today there are Orang Asli people with us. In Ml aysia
the Orang Asli are not sidelined. They have the sane opportunities and
pl ace as the other communities," he said.

The canpai gn needed integrated effort and action on the part of all and
t hey needed to say "yes"0O the 10 basic actions to inprove the life of
children as agreed to by Mal aysia and other countries under the Beijing
Decl ar ati on.

The actions are: Leave No Child Qut, Put Children First, Care for Every
Child, Stop Harm ng and Exploiting Children, Listen To Children, Educate
Every Child, Protect Children From War, Protect The Earth For Children and
Fi ght Poverty: Invest In Children

Sonme 5,000 children joined the national |evel canpaign and placed their
t hunb i npression on a banner which read "Say Yes For Children” which was
listed in the Mal aysi a Book of Records as the "Largest Children Thunb Print
Message Banner". The Prime Mnister also put his thunb inpression on the
banner.

At the function, Dr Mhat hir handed over appointment letters to nmenbers



of the Children's Consultative Council which would coordi nate and nonitor
child care activities in the country.
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