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ITis disturbing to note the deep concern and frustrati ons expressed by
our Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad over noral degradation
and crinme anong our youths (NST, July 21).

Their imoral and degrading activities need to be addressed forthw th
and sol utions found to stop themfromthe downhill path to perdition.

The country today is plagued with nyriad social ills |like gang rape by
uni versity students, incest, brutal murder, crinmes, dadah addiction,
robbery, donestic violence, teenage sex, unwed nothers, child abuse, wife
battering, suicides, divorces, nmental breakdown, juvenile delinquency,
promi scuity, |epak, runaways and the |ist goes on

Al'l these lead to the decay of the noral and social fabric of our
soci ety.

As if these are not enough, now we have yet another problem- youths
practising a Black Metal cult involved in anti-religious and anti -
establi shnent activities.

We have fathers raping their daughters. Such tragedi es were unheard of
in the good old days. This npbst heinous crine has now beconme a conmpn
occurrence. It is at nonents of such agony that one recalls the
mel anchol i ¢ t houghts of Shakespeare: "O judgnent, thou art fled to brutish
beasts, And nen have lost their reason..." (Mark Antony in Julius Caesar).

As the Prinme M nister asks - where have we gone wong? Sone intense sou
searching is needed and renedi al neasures put in place before the
situation deteriorates. Every nmenber of society has a role to play to curb
thi s unheal thy and dangerous trend.

Is this the price we pay for civilisation? British phil osopher Bertrand
Russell once wote: "An increase in civilisation has been correlated with
a decrease inreligiosity."

A worl dwi de survey carried out in 1976 by the Gallup Internationa
Research Institute revealed that in countries where a | arge percentage of
the popul ati on are poverty stricken, the people believe in God and
practise religion whereas nost of those fromaffluent societies in
devel oped countries do not believe in God or pray.

Ri ght religious teachings and guidance are vital to |l ead a conpl ete and
har moni ous life.

It is a paradox that as a nation progresses, its human val ues decline.
VWhat ever may be the cause, we have to elininate the culture of extrem sm
and put our youths on the right track through aggressive and concerted
canpai gni ng.

We want themto becone conscientious and diligent citizens to achieve
the Vision 2020 goal. For this, we need the co-operation and support of
teachers, religious | eaders, elected representatives, community el ders,
non- gover nent al or gani sati ons and, nost of all, parents.

| hold parents largely responsible for the current unsatisfactory state
of affairs. Mdst of the parents are too busy pursuing material wealth,
position and power that they have little or no tine for their children.

As children are under their care nost of the time, it is the sacred duty
of parents to inculcate noral and spiritual values in them

Most of the delinquents cone fromaffluent honmes with no parental
control

They rope in poor children fromless sal ubrious surroundi ngs, exposing
themto crinme and depravity, thereby bringing discredit to their parents,



their schools and endl ess problens to the authorities.

The governnment agenci es have to be tough with these incorrigible youths
and the courts shoul d i npose deterrent sentences upon conviction.

Qur youths nmust be made to realise that rectitude and devotion in a

person are signs of divine grace and responsible youths are the pride and
glory of a nation.



	Parents largely to blame for ills (NST 27/07/2001)

