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PAS | GNORANT ABOUT COUNTRY' S STRATEG C | NTEREST - SYED HAM D

KUALA LUMPUR, July 31 (Bernanmm) -- Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed
Ham d Al bar today hit out at PAS for criticising a joint nmlitary exercise
bet ween Mal aysia and the United States, saying the party appears to be
i gnorant about international matters and the country's strategic interest.

He said the exercise was a routine one under a mlitary pact between
the two countries and did not affect Malaysia's sovereignty or its position
as an Islamc nation.

"Holding a joint mlitray exercise with the USwill not result in a
Muslim country being no longer Muslim" he told reporters after receiving
Yenmeni Foreign Mnister Dr Abubakr Al-Kirbi at his office.

Syed Hanmi d was asked to comment on a report in the |atest issue of the
PAS newsl etter 'Harakah' which was critical of the involvenent of nore than
2,000 US troops in a joint exercise dubbed "Exercise Carat 2001" on July
16- 24 covering the shores of Mersing, the Asahan firing range in Ml aka and
Lunmut .

The m nister said that apart fromthe US, Ml aysia al so conducted
mlitary exercises with fellow nenbers of the Five Power Defence
Arrangenent (Singapore, Australia, New Zealand and Britain) and with other
countries with mlitary ties with Ml aysi a.

He pointed out that Arab countries |ike Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and
Bahrain too conducted joint exercises with the US and even had American
mlitary bases on their soil, but this had not conpromi sed their position
as Muslimcountries.

Syed Hamid said joint mlitary exercices with the US could help forge a
better understandi ng between the two countries' armed forces and enable
Mal aysi an arny personnel to gain new experience in the process.

On the neeting with Dr Abubakr, Syed Hamid said that anobng the matters
di scussed were the proposed Ml aysi a- Yemren Joi nt Conmi ssi on, training
programe for Yemeni government officials in Malaysia, and efforts to woo
Mal aysi an i nvestors to the Wst Asian country.

Dr Abubakr, who is on a four-day visit to Malaysia, will also call on
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and Deputy Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badawi .

Syed Hamid said Dr Mahathir would nmake a visit to Yemen on Aug 15-18.
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