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Mahat hi r - PAS

PAS ANTI Cl PATES OBJECTI ONS I N BN OVER | SLAM C STATE DECLARATI ON, SAYS
PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 29 (Bernamm) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d today PAS president Datuk Fadzil Nor has antici pated
obj ections of Umo's non-Mislimpartners in the Barisan Nasional (BN) when
he i ssued his challenge to Umo recently to declare that Ml aysia is an
Islami c state.

Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president and BN chai rman, said PAS had hoped
that follow ng the declaration, an incident simlar to the DAP's opposition
to PAS plan to set up an Islanmc state in Ml aysia would occur in the BN

"Umo wish to state out loud that Malaysia is an Islamc country. If
Mal aysia is not an Islam c country because it does not inplenent the hudud,
then there are no Islanmc countries in the world,"” he said when opening the
30t h Gerakan del egates' conference here.

Dr Mahathir said that PAS had been asked to state in witing the form
and concept of the Islamc state intended to be set up by the party.

"What is PAS reply? They will only explain the type of Islamc state
and adm nistration (they intend to set up) after they have won. This shows
that they are trying to deceive the voters," he said.

The Prime Mnister said that a party said to have been founded and
pursuing its struggles in the name of Islamshould not try resorting to
deceit and he called on the people and voters, Mislins or non-Mislins
ali ke, not to be taken in by PAS as the party often resorts to deceit.

The Prime Mnister said that Ml aysia would remain as a denocratic
nation and its nulti-ethnic comunity was free to determ ne the | eader of
the country.

He said that the stable situation would be very nmuch affected if the
peopl e were to choose a party supported by mlitant groups subscribing to
the idea that denocracy was not an Islamc system

They aspire to set up a governnent |ed by a group of people clainng
t hensel ves to be ul amas who woul d decide all policies and | aws, he said.

Dr Mahathir also called on the DAP not to play with fire as PAS, the
party the DAP was consorting with, |acked confidence in denocracy.

"Denocratic noves will be set aside if the party were to rule. Let's
hope that the DAP's pull-out fromthe "imtation front" is not sonething
staged, " he said.

The Prime Mnister said that in the world today, there were sonme 50
countries accepted and recogni sed as Islamc countries and research
conduct ed showed that alnost all the Islamc countries could not inplenent
t he hudud.

Dr Mahathir said that even though Muslins were in power in the country,
the power they held was not to oppress the non-Mislinms but to ensure that
the non-Muslinms were treated with fairness in the country.

He said that the non-Muslins in the country never raised objections
agai nst the existing system of government which was al so a system accept ed
by Islamas suitable for an Islamc country.

Dr Mahathir said that if Umo were to claimthat Ml aysia was an
Islamic country, it was because in an Islam c country non-Mislins were
entitled to their rights and free to practise their respective religions.

"There is no conpul sion in Islamand |Islam abhors chaos that nay cone
about if Islamic |laws were attenpted to be enforced on non-Mislins," he
sai d.

He said that the opposition tried to play up the issue of race and



religion to test the loyalty of certain parties in the BN and the Chinese
school s issue had been used to create a rift between the Chinese parties
and the Mal ay parti es.

The Prime Mnister said that if there was no legitimte way to change a
government in this country, the use of force may be resorted to but in
denocratic Malaysia, the election was adequate to bring about a change in
government |ike that seen in Kel antan and Terengganu whi ch were captured by
t he opposition.

Dr Mahathir said that there was no reason for those who were
di ssatisfied to resort to violence to take over power in the country.

He then asked whet her taking over power through terrorist acts an
I sl am c way.

The Prime Mnister said that Umo woul d ensure that violence could
never becone a neans to take over power in the country.

Later at a news conference, Dr Mahathir said that Ml aysia had | ong
beconme an Islamc country and this had been acknowl edged by the ul anas and
other Islamc countries.

"The world recognises us as an Islam c country. Even the Arab world
recogni ses us as an exenplary Islamc nation where there is no oppression
agai nst non-Muslins," he said.
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