21/ 03/ 2001

Pas denmands clearly arrogant, says menber

A GOVERNMENT backbencher accused Pas of being arrogant for inposing pre-
conditions for the Malay unity tal ks with Umo and demandi ng t hat Umo
submit to them

Dat uk Mohamad Aziz (BN-Sri Gading) stood up to make these remar ks when
Pas president Datuk Fadzil Noor was debating the notion of thanks to the
Royal Address.

He had asked for clarification fromFadzil who was expl ai ning the
reasons for Pas inposing the pre-conditions.

Mohanmad Aziz al so countered Fadzil's remarks that it was Umo who
initiated the call to discuss issues affecting the Ml ays.

He said the views for the Ml ay-based parties to neet and di scuss Ml ay
unity had cone fromMalay intellectuals. He said Prinme M nister and Umo
president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad wel coned t he i dea.

"Dr Mahathir then invited Pas and Parti Keadilan Nasional to sit
together and try to rectify any problens faced by the Ml ays."

Fadzil, who is Opposition | eader, said Pas was not arrogant but was only
asking for what was rightfully due to it.

Debating the notion earlier, he described Pas' pre-conditions as
"hunbl e" and "sinpl e" and had questioned Umo's sincerity in having the
tal ks.

"W are only demanding what is rightfully ours. If Umo cannot even
fulfil these hunbl e denands, | don't see how t hey can achi eve sonethi ng
that is much nore inmportant than this.

"We are neither asking for a favour nor synpathy."

Fadzi|l blaned the nedia for hitting out at Pas by saying that the party
was not sincere when they inposed the pre-conditions for the talKks.

"They shoul d i nstead ask the Umo | eadership to subnmit to our denands,"”
he sai d.

Dat uk Mahadzir Mhd Khir (BN Sungai Petani) said if the party was
sincere as it clained to be, it should not set pre-conditions.
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