20/ 12/ 2001

Pas menmo on Islamc State "al nost ready'

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Pas has conpleted its nenorandum on the concept of an
Islam c State but has not deci ded whether or not to submit it to Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

Its secretary-general Nasharuddin Mat |Isa said the party was "in the
final stages of polishing it", adding that the party | eadership was
di scussing its next step.

"We have yet to decide what our next step is and will conme to a
concl usi on once we have fine-tuned the details of the nenorandum" he
sai d.

A committee chaired by party president Datuk Fadzil Noor, other |eaders,
prof essi onal s and acadenicians, is responsible for drafting the
menor andum expected to show the difference between the Pas nodel of an
Islamic State and the Islamc State defined by Umo.

The conmittee was set up in the wake of repeated calls from Umo | eaders
for Pas to explain its concept of an Islamc State since the Governnent
had said that Ml aysia was already an Islanic State.

It is learnt that Pas would only agree to submit the menorandumto Dr
Mahathir if it is agreed that it (nenmorandum is discussed in Parlianent
and al so made public.

The Pas concept of an Islamic State is believed to be based on the Koran
and the traditions of Prophet Mohammad (Sunnah).

"We know t here have been all kinds of reports and specul ations on the
menor andum and sone have even ternmed it as a Wiite Paper.

"Ri ght now, no decision has been made on what our next step is," he
sai d.

On the DAP s possibility of forming a newfront with Parti Keadil an
Nasi onal and Parti Rakyat Ml aysia, he said the i ssue has never been
di scussed at any of their Alternative Front neetings.

"As far as we are concerned, DAP is still an Cpposition party ..
whet her they want to formtheir own coalition is up to them

"W (Pas, Keadilan and PRV have so far worked confortably together and
neither party has given us the slightest indication that they my want to
| eave," he said.

DAP national chairman LimKit Siang had said | ast week that they were
now | ooking into the possibility of formng a newfront with former
partners, Keadilan and PRM

He had said that the party was al so prepared to work with other
political forces.

( END)



	Pas memo on Islamic State `almost ready' (NST 20/12/2001)

