21 FEB 2001
MAF- PAS
PAS ACCUSED OF A VI NG | MPORTANCE MORE TO POLI TI CAL AGENDA THAN UNI TY

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 21 (Bernama) -- The Malay Action Front (MAF) today
accused PAS | eaders of giving nore inportance to its political agenda than
Mal ay unity.

VWi | e expressing regret over the postponenment of the Malay Unity tal ks
between Umo and PAS, it said it had expected that the tal ks woul d not
material i se.

"The MAF is not the least surprised with the conditions set by PAS for
the talks...So where is this spirit of brotherhood in Islan?" asked NAF
Pol i cy Panel Chairman Datuk Mazlan Harun, while reading froma statenent
after a three-hour neeting at the MAF secretariat here.

Mazl an al so questioned whet her the issues of oil royalty and the
publication of PAS official organ, Harakah, twi ce a week were nore
i mportant than Islamand unity.

"MAF is of the viewright fromthe start that Malay unity can be
est abl i shed t hrough the proven platformof Umo," he said.

Mazl an said the split with the Mal ays was al so due to sone extent to
the Anwar | brahi missue which was exploited by PAS and Keadil an

He said that |ike the case of the former Selangor Menteri Besar Dat uk
Harun ldris, the Anwar issue must be confined to the process of |aw and
this nmust be respected by all parties.

On the Anwar issue, MAF Coordinator Datuk Ibrahim A i said severa
witers had cashed in on the issue, selling 10,000 to 20,000 copies of
their books.

He said Umo was not the problemin the Malay Unity talks.

On the comrent by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad that
the MAF had further divided Malays into four groups

-- Umo, PAS, Keadilan and MAF -- |brahimsaid the press
conference was only about the Umo-PAS tal ks.
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