09 MAR 2001
PAS- Scope
PAS WANTS SCOPE OF UWNO- PAS MEETI NG TO BE EXPANDED

ALOR SETAR, March 9 (Bernanmm) -- PAS wants the scope of an Ummo- PAS
nmeeting to be expanded fromthe topic of Malay interests under the federa
constitution as proposed by Umo to various other matters as enshrined in
the constitution including freedomto peaceful assenbly.

Its secretary-general, Nasharuddi n Mohaned |sa, said that PAS however
agrees in principle to Umo's proposal for a neeting to discuss the
position of Islam and the national |anguage, the status of the Malay Rulers
and the special rights of the Mal ays as enshrined in the constitution

But, he said, PAS wants the scope of discussion to be expanded to
i ncl ude, anong others, freedom of the public to peaceful assenbly as
provi ded for under Article 10 of the constitution

PAS woul d need Umo to nake its proposal formally, in black and white,
for the matter to be discussed by the PAS central committee, he told
reporters after a ceramah at Kanpung Titi Teras, Yan, |ast night.

Commenting on the statement by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, who is Umo president, yesterday that the neeting could be held
informally between the | eaders of both parties, Nasharuddin said that it
could be held at the parlianment prem ses as the parlianent sitting would
conmmence on March 19.

Nashar uddi n, who is PAS Technical Conmittee chief, said that PAS would
not budge fromits pre-conditions fixed for formal PAS-Umo talks to be
hel d.

PAS has insisted on the paynent of oil royalty to the PAS-1ed
Ter engganu governnment to be restored, that its official organ "Harakah" be
all owed to be published twice weekly instead of twice nonthly at present,
and efforts for the ban of the use of the word Islamin the nane of
political parties be called off.

PAS al so wants the talks to cover topics relating to the position of
Islam federalism the judiciary and the econony.

Meanwhi | e, in KUALA TERENGGANU, Terengganu Menteri Besar Abdul Hadi
Awang said last night that Umo nmust prove that it truly wants unity by
restoring oil royalty paynent to the state governnent.

He was addressing sone 700 people who assenbled at the Sultan Ismai
Nasaruddi n Shah Stadiumto listen to his briefing on the suit filed by the
state government yesterday agai nst Petronas and the federal governnent over
the oil royalty issue.

In KOTA BAHARU, Kel antan Menteri Besar Datuk Nk Abdul Aziz N k Mat
said today he is agreeable to the agenda proposed by Umo for the Umo- PAS
nmeeti ng.

"The statement (on the agenda) by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad is good...," he told reporters after performng Friday prayers at
t he Kual a Pak Amat Mbsque.

Ni k Aziz, who is PAS Council of U ana head, said however Umo shoul d
fulfil the conditions set by PAS before the unity tal ks could be held.
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