24/ 09/ 2001

Pas- DAP wedl ock col | apses

I T was naive for anyone to think that a political nmarriage between Pas and
DAP woul d have | asted. What is surprising is that it had even taken

pl ace. Indeed, what is surprising is that the charade of a partnership
between the religious scholars of Pas and the secul ar chanpi ons of DAP
woul d have | asted 22 nonths. For a tinme, they managed to hoodw nk the
gullible that their so-called "Barisan Alternatif" would really be a
viable alternative to the Bari san Nasional. But they have been exposed as
a fragile gathering of political opportunists with the withdrawal of the
DAP fromthe Opposition coalition, which also includes Keadilan and PRM

Seasoned politicians and rational Ml aysians had all al ong warned of the
short-term expedi ency and opportuni smunderlying the formation of the
opposition coalition which was hastily put together in 1999 to fight the
Bari san Nasional in the general election. Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad had predicted the col |l apse because "no narri age between
i nconpati bles can last long." Gven the wi de gulf between the politica
platfornms of the two parties, the only factor that brought themtogether
in their unworkable alliance was their conmon hatred for the Barisan
Nasi onal Governnent |ed by Umo.

In their quest for power, Pas and DAP were willing to trade their basic
principles. Any edifice built on a weak foundation will collapse. And this
i s what happened to the Pas-DAP al liance whose break-up will weaken the
Qpposition coalition. DAP | eaders will have plenty to explain to their
rank and file who had believed that the pact with Pas was the dawn of a
bright newera as it could begin to shed its mainly Chinese i mage by the
alliance with a Mal ay-Misli mparty. The DAP | eadership would al so have to
live with the fact that the failure of its alliance with Pas has proven
right those in the party who had | ong been apprehensi ve and uneasy of such
an alliance. But being right is no consolation when the pact with Pas has
eroded support for the party.

DAP is hoping that by pulling out of the Cpposition coalition and
di sassociating itself fromthe Islanmc theocratic state advocated by Pas,
it can regain the support of the Chinese voters who abandoned it in droves
in the last general election. But it would not be easy. The people will
still harbour suspicion of the DAP's notives in trying to woo them back to
its fold. The el ectorate woul d have seen by now, if they had not already
seen it before, the short-sightedness and opportuni smof the DAP in
willing to ignore the Chinese electorate's deep-seated fears of |iving
under an Islamc theocratic state if Pas manages to cone to power with the
support of DAP and the other coalition partners. The voters were wise in
rejecting DAP's politics and shifting their support to the Barisan
Nasi onal . DAP has now beconme wi ser in |eaving the Opposition coalition but
only after it was taught a bitter |l esson in the |ast general election when
it msjudged its mainly Chinese base and went for the pact with Pas, and
suf fered heavy defeats.

For Mal aysians, DAP's pullout fromthe Opposition coalition carries a
timely renminder. Despite its inperfections, the Barisan Nasional renains
the only viable hope for Ml aysia because of its proven track record of
accommodati on, co-operation and power sharing anbng the various races.
Under st andi ng Mal aysi an politics requires an appreciation of realism DAP
and Pas failed here.

( END)






	Pas-DAP wedlock collapses (NST 24/09/2001)

