29/ 10/ 2001
Pas told not to set any pre-conditions

Ai non Mohd

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Pas shoul d cease giving pre-conditions to cover its
failure to explain to the people the party's concept of an Islanmc State,
Umo vi ce-president Tan Sri Muhanmad Muhanmmad Tai b said today.

Muhammad said it was typical of Pas to set pre-conditions as a way out
to avoid providing details on the formof Islamc State the party wants to
establ i sh.

"They feel trapped because all their tal k about wanting to set up an
Islamic State is enpty and is just to get the attention and support of
Muslinms," he said when conmenting on the statenent by Pas president Datuk
Fadzi| Mohd Nor during a ceramah recently.

Fadzi| had said that Pas woul d submit a nmenorandumdetailing the party's
definition of an Islamc State only if they were given an opportunity to
debate it in Parlianent and the session was aired |ive on tel evision.

He al so said that Pas wanted a m nimumof three hours (air tine) and if
the Mnistry or Governnment could not do so, there was no need to send the
menorandumto Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad

Muhammad sai d before this, Pas had chal |l enged the present Governnent to
decl are Mal aysia as an Islanmic State, but when Dr Mahathir did this, they
were at | oss for words.

He said, Mal aysia was al ready recogni sed as an Islam c country based on
t he ul amah who had defi ned what constituted an |slamc nation.

"Why are they so reluctant to spell out their concept of an Islamc
State? Is it because they cannot spell out or come up with the concept in
precise words to describe the party's version and vision of an Islanic
St at e?"

This, Muhamuad said, sinply showed that whatever their plan on Islamc
State was, was just a political gimmck.

"This is just a sinple question that does not need any rhetorical
| anguage, unless they are unsure and wi shed to mani pul ate the issue for
political purposes.”

In Port Dickson, Umo vice-president Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassin today
descri bed Pas as "very insincere and evasive" foll ow ng the conment by
Fadzi | .

He said it was typical of Pas to set pre-conditions before anything
el se.

"This is what Pas has been doing all these while - setting pre-
conditions. Actually, the ultimatumissued by Fadzil (that Pas be all owed
to present it on television) is immaterial.

"This is just an excuse and tactic by Pas to gain support and synpathy
whi | e evadi ng the real issues," Mihyiddin said.

"If Pas was sincere, it should not have set any pre-conditions."

In Kuantan, Information Mnister Tan Sri Mohd Khalil Yaakob said it was
up to the Mnistry to decide whether it was wise for them(Mnistry) to
air Pas' menorandumof an Islamc State |ive.

He said it was up to the Mnistry to deci de whether to agree to Pas
demands.

Citing an exanple, Khalil, who is al so Umo secretary-general, said that
when Dr Mahathir stated that Mal aysia was an Islanic country, he did it at
t he Gerakan general assenbly, which is one of BN conmponent parti es.

"That was a huge forumand al so the right place to nake the statenent as
it got a good coverage fromthe nedia.



"However, in Pas' case, | do not see a concrete reason as to why we
shoul d have a live tel ecast.”

Khalil, when asked on Fadzil's worry that the nedia woul d "mani pul at e”
the content of the nenmorandumif it was not aired live, said he could not
see this being done unless Fadzil makes an oral statenent.
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