23 FEB 2001
PAS- Si ncerity
PAS MUST PROVE SINCERI TY I N HOLDI NG DI SCUSSI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 23 (Bernama) -- Yayasan Dakwah | sl am ah Mal aysi a
(YADI M president Datuk Mohd Nakhai e Ahnmad said PAS should also prove its
sincerity in creating a conducive atnosphere for the neeting with Umo on
Mal ay unity.

He said PAS would not be sincere if it only nmade demands on Umo to
create a conducive environment while the party itself was not doing
anyt hi ng about it.

He said this in a statenent in response to the postponenent of the
meeting on Malay unity by PAS which was schedul ed to have been held on Feb
19 on grounds that the atnosphere was not conducive besides putting certain
condi tions on Umo to create the environnent.

Anmong ot hers, PAS wanted the federal government to revive the petrol eum
"royalty" to the Terengganu PAS governnent, which is now channelled through
a programme of special payments to the people of Terengganu made through
federal governnent agencies. PAS al so denanded that the party's official
bul l etin, Harakah, be allowed to be published twice a week and that Umo
dropped its proposal to the government to prohibit the use of the word
"Islant in the nane of any political parties.

Nakhai e, who was a former PAS |eader, said it was the responsibility of
both parties to create a conducive atnmosphere for the proposed neeting.

"Both sides nust first of all inplenent by thenselves the conditions
that they wanted as part of the terns before naking various demands on the
ot her party," he said.

According to him the sincerity of both sides could only be proven in
thi s manner.

Thus, PAS whi ch wanted a conduci ve atnosphere as a pre-condition mnust
first of all prove its sincerity by taking the initiative to create the
at nosphere, he said.

Yesterday, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad, who is al so
Umo president, said the party's suprene council wanted the di scussion on
Mal ay unity to be a reality and was prepared to di scuss anything with PAS
as long as the opposition party did not inpose conditions beforehand.

However, PAS president Datuk Fadzil Noor said that his party was stil
insisting on its earlier decision to discuss Malay unity only if its three
condi tions were net.

"It's so unfortunate, the efforts to hold the neeting between Umo and
PAS had been nmade conplicated. Various reasons and excuses were given,
wi t hout caring how inmportant it is for Muslins to be at peace with each
ot her," Nakhai e sai d.
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