04 COCT 2001
Hadi - Di al ogue
PAS W LLING TO HOLD DI ALOGUE W TH UWNO OVER | SLAM C STATE

KUALA TERENGGANU, Cct 4 (Bernama) -- PAS said it is willingness to
di scuss academically the interpretation of an Islamc state to avoid public
confusion over the issue and let the people have a clear picture.

Party deputy president and Terengganu Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Abdu
Hadi Awang sai d: "They (Umo) can fix the venue and date."

Abdul Hadi was responding to the religious adviser to the Prine
M nister Tan Sri Dr Abdul Hamid Qthnman's statenment on his readiness for a
di al ogue with PAS on the interpretation of an Islamc state.

"The proposed di al ogue should not | ook for argument w nners or |osers
but to seek for the truth to the topic to be discussed,” Abdul Hadi told
reporters after launching an auto carnival at the Terengganu Trade Centre
here today.

Abdul Hadi said he backed PAS president Datuk Fadzil Noor's suggestion
that the Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad declare in
Parliament that Malaysia is an Islamc state so that MPs can debate over
it.

In his speech earlier, Abdul Hadi said the state governnent was draw ng
up Terengganu's industrialisation plan up to year 2010 with enphasis on the
manuf acturing sector.

He said Terengganu has vast potentials for devel opnment as a
manuf acturing hub especially for autonotive industries.

"G ven that even Pekan district in Pahang can energe as a key
aut onot i ve- manufacturing centre, | do not see why the sane cannot be done
in Terengganu and the state governnent is noving towards this end," Abdu
Hadi added.
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