27 AUG 2001
Mahat hir-Patri oti sm
PATRI OTI SM CAN HELP M SI A RETAI N KNOANLEDGED WORKERS, SAYS MAHATHI R

PETALI NG JAYA, Aug 27 (Bernama) -- The Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad said patriotismshould be instilled anong Ml aysi ans from
young so that they will be nore conmtted to serving the country upon
becom ng know edgeabl e.

He said the sense of patriotismwould enable Ml aysi an know edged
workers to resist the tenptation to go abroad for better incone.

"W may have to nmake bi gger and bigger Jalur Gemlang (the national
flag) and we hope that they will get attracted to the four colours of the
Jalur Gemilang... to stay in the country and |ove the country,” he said in
jest during a dialogue here today with partici pants of the National
Conference on the National Vision Policy, the Ei ghth Ml aysia Plan and
privatisation.

Earlier he delivered a keynote address entitled "Achieving Sustainable
Growm h, Strenghtening Economic Resilience - Malaysia's Path To Prosperity"”
at the conference in Bandar Sunway here.

Dr Mahathir said the government had done its utnost to produce the
requi red nunmber of personnel in inportant industries especially the
Informati on Technol ogy (1 T) sector but at the same tine faced the danger of
them mgrating for better incone.

Workers would normally stay in the country if reasonably paid but it
was difficult for themto refuse offers 10 tines their pay fromricher
countries, he said.

VWi | e many peopl e believed that workers who went abroad woul d
eventual ly return hone and bring back the noney fromthe rich countries,

t he assunption was not always true, he said.

The prime mnister said sone of the workers who went abroad had becone
confortable in another country and once they began raising their children
there, the children cannot be expected to think of Ml aysia as their hone.

Dr Mahathir said what Mal aysia could do was to keep training nore
peopl e and he acknow edged that there was no solution to the probl em of
them mi grating except that Ml aysians thensel ves were prepared to serve the
country with a strong sense of patriotismand comn tnent.

- - BERNAMA

AFY AZZ RYN



	PATRIOTISM CAN HELP M'SIA RETAIN KNOWLEDGED WORKERS, SAYS MAHATHIR (Bernama 27/08/2001)

