23/ 03/ 2001

PBRS to subnmit meno urging equality for ethnic groups

KOTA KI NABALU, Thurs. - Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah will be submitting a
menorandum to the Barisan Nasional |eadership to request for a quota
systemthat will ensure equality for the ethnic groups of Sabah.

PBRS presi dent Datuk Joseph Kurup said the party will urge the
Governnent to create a systemthat will be fair to all ethnic groups
according to their conposition in ternms of population in the State.

"The menorandumw || contain several matters including transparency of
t he governnment | eadership and | and issues,”" he said at the 7th anni versary
cel ebration of the party at Berjaya Pal ace Hotel |ast night.

He did not say when the menorandumwi || be submitted.

Kurup stressed that the Kadazandusun-Mirut comunity make up 40 per cent
of the total population of the State and it is the party's hope that the
conmunity will never be left out of mminstream devel opnment.

He said comunity | eaders are striving to ensure that the Kadazandusun-
Murut people are given the opportunity to be involved in the
adm ni stration of the State based on BN s concept of power-sharing

"Through fair and just power-sharing, the i mage of BN would not only be
protected but would also attract nore people to join the conponent party,"
he sai d.

Kurup, in his speech, nmade no attenpts to hide the di sappoi ntnent of the
Kadazandusun- Murut comunity and the non-Misli m Bum putera people, as a
whol e, over the recent changes in the rotation systemof the Sabah chi ef
m ni st ershi p.

He said the non-MislimBun putera communities had hoped that after Ummo
State liaison chief Datuk Gsu Sukam had served his termas Chief Mnister,
it would be their turn.

However, Liberal Denocratic Party president Datuk Chong Kah Ki at was
appointed as Chief Mnister for a two-year termby Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad | ast week.

"I't was very unfortunate that the non-Mislim Bum putera Kadazandusun-
Murut conmmunity, which nade up 40 per cent of the people in the State, was
not given the confidence (to lead)." He said the community will continue
to be sidelined if their internal problens are not resolved. He said there
was a rift in the non-MislimBum putera community whi ch had weakened t hem
to the extent that the comunity had lost its integrity and was
mani pul at ed easily.

"Instead of feeling disappointed and sad, we should revive our semangat
(spirit) to overconme this failure because to ne, this failure has nade us
real i se our weaknesses," Kurup said.

"Toni ght, | urge the non-MislimBum putera to renew their determ nation
and strength to regain their position as an inportant and respected race
inthis country."

He said the non-MislimBum putera people in the BN fold nust learn to
accept the crossover of several opposition nenbers into BN as a nobl e
deci si on.

Kurup said the former opposition nenbers were not after posts in BN but
had realised that they could not deliver their promises to bring progress
to the people as long as they were not in the Governnent.

He al so said differences of opinion was not uncommon in politics but if
they were constantly exposed to the public, they would not bring any good
to the party.
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