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Kasi t ah- PBS
PBS RE- ENTRY | NTO BN AUGURS WELL FOR LASTI NG POLI TI CAL STABI LI TY

KOTA KI NABALU, Nov 23 (Bernamm) -- Party Bersatu Sabah's (PBS)
intention to rejoin the ruling Barisan Nasional (BN augurs well for
lasting political stability in Sabah, Federal M nister of Land and
Cooperative Devel opment Tan Sri Kasitah Gaddam sai d t oday.

The nmove woul d strengthen national unity and ensure nore soci 0- econom ¢
devel opnent for Sabah, he told reporters here.

"PBS president, Datuk Joseph Pairin Kitingan, by virtue of being the
Huguan Si ou or paranount |eader of the Kadazandusun still commands strong
support from anong the non-Mislim Bum puteras in Sabah," he said.

Kasi tah was commenting on the PBS application to rejoin the BN fold
after being in the opposition for 11 years.

Despite the general contention that support for the PBS was declining,
the opposition party in fact still commanded significant support from anong
t he non- Musl i m Bunmi put eras, especially the Kadazandusuns, the single
| argest ethnic comunity in Sabah, Kasitah said.

Kasitah, who is also Umo Kinabalu chief said, the PBS decision to
rejoin the BN showed that the Sabah non-rmnuslimcommunity fully supported
the ruling BN nultiracial system

"It also shows that there is no fear of the BN governnent's policies,
especially the Prime Mnister's recent public declaration that Malaysia is
an Islamc state."

On Nov 16, Pairin handed in the party's application to rejoin the
coalition to Prime Mnister and BN Chief Datuk Seri Dr Mihathir Mhanmad at
the latter's office in Putrajaya.
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