20/ 12/ 2001

PBS renmai ns unpertubed despite delay in decision

KOTA KI NABALU, Wed. - Parti Bersatu Sabah is unperturbed although the
Bari san Nasi onal has yet to nmake a decision on its application to rejoin
the coalition which it left in 1990.

President Datuk Seri Joseph Pairin Kitingan said today he did not think
there was any delay on the part of the BN | eadership in deciding on the
PBS appl i cati on.

"I don't see any problem" he said.

He was speaking to reporters at the Hari Raya open house of Sabah Police
Conti ngent Special Branch chief Datuk Baharom|brahimat Taman Ria in
Jal an Lintas, near here.

O her dignitaries present included State Finance Mnister and Sabah Umo
|iaison chief Datuk Musa Aman, Mnister in the Chief Mnister's Departnent
Dat uk Ghapur Salleh, Deputy Primary Industries Mnister Datuk Anifah Aman
and State police chief Datuk Ram i Yusuff.

After being in the Opposition for 11 years, the PBS is back in the
reckoni ng and Hari Raya has provided its | eadership the opportunity to
renew ties and friendship with Governnent | eaders.

Pairin and his deputy Dr Maxinmus Ongkili submitted the PBS application
torejointhe BNto Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad on Nov
15.

Optinmistic that the PBS woul d be accepted into the BN, Pairin said he
was grateful and happy with the support expressed by BN conponent parti es.
Pairin also said that the PBS decision to apply for re-adm ssion had

been wel | -recei ved by the peopl e.

He said the peopl e understood the situation and rationale behind the
PBS decision to return to the BN s fold.

"They (people) are actually happy with the devel opment and we are
touched by their positive response,” Pairin said, adding that party
| eader shi p had been visiting the grassroots to explain the situation.
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