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PBS application today (HL)

Shanmsul Akmar; Raml an Said
KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Top Parti Bersatu Sabah |eaders will subnit their
application to rejoin Barisan Nasional tonorrow

PBS president Datuk Seri Joseph Pairin Kitingan and his deputy Dr
Maxi mus Ongkili will hand over the application to the BN

Ongkili, who confirmed this today, said the PBS hoped that its
application woul d be given favourabl e consi deration by the coalition.
"It is time for unity and reconciliation ... let the past be a | esson

for us to nove forward together," he said in a tel ephone interview.

The devel opnent cane just one day after the PBS suprene council gave its
approval to seek re-adm ssion into the coalition.

BN chai rman Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad, asked about PBS' intention
torejoin the BN, said he was willing to consider the matter as he is "a
forgiving kind of person".

The Prinme M nister was speaking to reporters at M C president and Wrks
M ni ster Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu's Deepavali open house at the Chung Hwa
| ndependent Secondary School in Jalan | poh here.

He acknow edged he had once stated that the party woul d never be
accepted into BNs fold again after |eaving the coalition on the eve of
the 1990 general election

"At nonents like that, | made such statenents. But you nay renmenber |
have also said that | will never accept Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah (former
presi dent of the now defunct Parti Mel ayu Semangat 46) in but he is with
us now. | ama very forgiving kind of person."

The PBS abruptly quit the BN before the 1990 general election to join
the then opposition coalition |ed by Semangat 46.

The act was described by BN | eaders then as a "stab in the back".

Dr Mahathir al so described PBS intention to rejoin BN as a good thing
to happen. "The nore the nerrier,"” he qui pped.

However, he said, the BN woul d consider PBS credentials and sincerity.

"W do not want to see what the Mal ays say "~banana which fruits tw ce'
(pi sang berbuah dua kali)."

Dr Mahathir was al so asked whether the rotation systemfor the Sabah
Chief Mnister's post would be affected with PBS adm ssion. He said the
fate of the systemrested with the Sabah people, who woul d deci de what was
best for them

Asked what the PBS expected fromthe BN after the application had been
subm tted, Ongkili said: "W understand that our application will go
t hrough the nornmal process and will be discussed anbng nenbers of the
coalition. W hope that the application will be processed quickly so that
we can then nove on and start working closely for the benefit of the
peopl e of Sabah."

It was learnt that the nove by PBS to rejoin BN had been di scussed
extensively between the two si des.

Asked what made the PBS finally decide to apply to rejoin the BN
Ongkili said: "To ensure that we can work together well, we nmust build a
strong foundation. A strong foundation cannot be built overni ght
otherwise, it can easily crunble."

The PBS has, since the 1994 State el ection, been the sol e opposition
party in the Sabah | egislative assenbly and its representati on had been
eroded by continuous defections to the BN
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