18/ 02/ 2001

PM New appoi ntees good for airline

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad

descri bed the appoi ntnents of Petronas chairman Tan Sri Azi zan Zai nul

Abi din as Malaysia Airlines chairman and Fi nance M nistry advi ser Datuk Ml
Nor Md Yusof as its managi ng director as "good"

"I think it is a good appointnent. We have Tan Sri Azizan as non-
executive chairman and we have an executive in charge. | think they can
wor k together. Azizan has been able to nake Petronas function well. | am
quite sure he will be able to manage this."

On views that Azizan, being Petronas chairman and Putrajaya Corporation
president, would have too nuch things on his plate, Dr Mahathir felt the
post of non-executive chairman was not too burdensone. On the contention
that Azi zan's appoi ntnent showed the dearth of capable | eaders to head
MAS, he said: "Perhaps soneone nore capable will be found in the future.
Thi s (appointnent) is not permanent, not a lifetime job."
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