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Ram an Sai d

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Wth the controversy over MCA's purchase of Nanyang
Press Hol di ngs resol ved, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad said today the
task facing the party now was to consolidate itself.

The Prime M nister and Bari san Nasi onal chairman said he hoped the party
woul d not be divided anynore.

He expressed confidence that MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik
woul d not exact revenge agai nst those who opposed the party's decision to
acqui re Nanyang Press, which publishes the Nanyang Si ang Pau and Chi na
Press dailies.

"The main thing nowis for MCA to consolidate. The takeover is for the
party to decide, and it has decided on the matter ... regardl ess whet her
the majority is big or small," he said, referring to the outcone of
yesterday's extraordi nary general neeting where 1,176 del egates voted in
favour of the deal while 1,019 opposed it.

Dr Mahat hir was speaking at a Press conference after opening the 20th
Al - Bar aka synposiumfor |slanic econonies at the Sheraton | nperial.

The takeover escalated into a controversy when ei ght senior party
| eaders, including deputy president Datuk LimAh Lek and two vice-
presi dents, opposed the acquisition.

To a question on the possibility of the Chinese wi thdrawi ng their
support for Barisan Nasional in the next general election, Dr Mahathir
replied the Governnment had done a lot for the comunity.

"As | have pointed out, this is the only country in the world which
al I ows Chinese to have their own schools and | anguage. There are no ot her
countries which allow the Chinese so nuch freedomand liberty as in
Mal aysi a.

"I challenged all these devel oped countries to show that they are nore
liberal than us with regard to their Chinese conmunities. In these
countries, the Chinese must speak the | anguage of the countries, not their
own | anguage, and sone of them have becone totally assim|ated.”

Asked for his opinion of one group controlling all the Chinese dailies,
Dr Mahathir said he did not favour such an idea

"But | think everybody shoul d have a chance to buy shares in newspapers.
I do notice that many of these Chi nese newspapers are very pro-Qpposition
that they are al nost run by the Opposition.

"They have col umms dedi cated to the Opposition, anything good to the
Qpposition, they will play it up. And | think they do not want to see the
Chi nese conmunity supporting the Governnent, so they played up these
i ssues like in Lunas (by-election)."

On whet her there was resentnent in the Government as sone of those
opposi ng the deal included menbers of the Governnent, Dr Mahathir said
there was no truth to this.

"I don't think so. The takeover is a minor issue tome ... it is an
i ssue of owning or not owning Nanyang, that's all."

On his advice for the two dailies, he said newspapers nust al ways
publish the truth and not twist their reports to suit a particul ar agenda.

"This goes for every newspaper, |local and foreign. Report the truth
because your readers deserve that. If you start twi sting your reports and
try to influence your readers, you are not doing your readers a service."

Dr Mahathir said sone quarters were trying to show that the Governnent
was anti-Chinese, and to achieve their goals, had turned issues |ike



Chi nese school s and the i ndependence of Chinese dailies into one involving
the special rights of the community.

He said these groups always clained they were representing the views of
the community, but how true this was could not be deternined.

"What they are trying to do is to get the cormunity to once agai n oppose
the Governnent and support the DAP. They were very unhappy that in the
| ast election, the conmunity was so strong in their support of the
Governnent that for the first tine LimKit Siang and Karpal Singh were
rejected, both fromthe (Penang) State Assenbly and Parlianent."

On the appointnments of a Chinese political secretary and Press officer
to the Prime Mnister, Dr Mahathir said the matter had been finalised and
an announcenent woul d be nmade soon.
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