30/ 09/ 2001

PM Use of violence won't be condoned

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad t oday
said Umo will ensure that the use of violence to gain power will not
succeed.

He said Mal aysia did not condone viol ence as the country had been
attacked by terrorists even before i ndependence.

"After the terrorists were defeated, we now face other types of
terrorists that would like to try to seize power using violence. If there
is no legitimte way to change the Governnment, the use of force might be
resorted to.

"But in a denocratic Malaysia voting is sufficient to bring down a
Governnent and set up another. Even now we find how an Opposition party
successfully took over two States," said Dr Mahathir, who is Umo
presi dent and Bari san Nasi onal chairman.

He said, therefore, there was no reason for unsatisfied quarters to use
vi ol ence to achi eve power in the country.

"But there are mlitant groups who clained that denbcracy is not the
Islamic way. |f denpbcracy is not the Islamic way, is terrorist action to
sei ze power the Islanmic way? O course not. |slamdoes not |ike those who
create chaos,”" Dr Mahathir sai d when openi ng Gerakan's 30th nationa
del egates' conference at Dewan Wawasan at its headquarters.

He said Mal aysia woul d remai n denocrati c where peopl e of various races
had a right to deternine who would adnini ster the country.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysi ans were mature and wi se and knew how to choose
a good CGovernnent.

He added that if people were angry at something and purposely rejected

t he good and picked a party that could not administer a country well, then
the victinms woul d be the people.
"Whrse still is when they choose a party supported by militant groups

who feel that denmocracy is not the systemof |Islamand they set up a
Governnent made up of those who claimto be ulama and that only they can
determ ne policies and | aws.

"Here | would like to remind the DAP not to play with fire. Their
friends do not believe in denocracy. Denocratic action will be destroyed
if their friends were to rule.

"It is hoped that DAP's break with the “false front' is not a stage
play,"” the Prine Mnister said.

Dr Mahathir said the rapid devel opnent of the country was due to the co-
operative effort of the BN that was nationalistic; willing to give and
take; and co-operated with pragmatism

He said the BN was a uni que concept where the interests of all quarters
were taken into account but who all nade some sacrifice.

For exanple, Dr Mahathir said Chinese schools were allowed in Ml aysia
al t hough their systemand curriculumfollowed the national system

"I wish toremnd that there is no other country, except for China and
Taiwan, that officially acknow edges the rights of peopl e of Chinese
origin as found in this country," he said.

Dr Mahathir said there was no conponent party in the BNthat tried to
gain popularity by presenting itself as the chanpion of its race nore than
ot hers.

Reiterating that the BN s success brought advancenent to all, he said if
conmponent parties got in a race to be popular, the BN woul d be divided and



a divi ded BN woul d be weak and unabl e to devel op the country.

"All of us will surely lose,”" Dr Mahathir said, urging all conponent
parties to strengthen ties with each other and strive to ensure BN
admi ni stration.

He said sonetimes there was great conpetition w thin BN conponent
parties to |l ead a party.

"Party | eadership nust change fromtinme to tinme, but conpetition nust be
heal t hy wi t hout cracking the party,” Dr Mahathir said, adding that nenbers
must cl ose ranks after a contest.

"Remenber that of inportance is the party and not certain people.™

The thene of the conference is Bangsa Mal aysi a, Generasi Wawasan.

Later at a Press conference, Dr Mahathir was asked about a suggestion by
Gerakan president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yai k that Umo took the lead in
having nmulti-culturalismin parties.

Dr Mahathir said Umo had nade the first nove as the party had Thai s,
Christians and al so Chinese in Umo Sabah.

"A Christian priest, John Ghani, has nmade a speech in Umo.

"So we are a little bit nmulti-cultural. But when you want to do
sonet hing, you nmust |lead and still have people follow ng you. But if you
| ead too fast, you | ook behind and there is nobody follow ng you. You may
be very advanced but they are very backward for you," he said.

"It is not easy for people to forget their racial origin. Be patient,"
he sai d.

( END)
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