09/ 10/ 2001

PM Mal aysia rejects use of violence to resol ve probl ens

THE Governnent yesterday rejected and condemmed the use of viol ence,
stressing that it should never be an option to resolve any probl em or
di ssatisfaction.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said vi ol ence was never an
option in Ml aysia and the Governnent strongly opposed its use by anyone.

He tol d Datuk Ahmad Husni Mohd Hanadzl ah (BN Tanmbun) that viol ence
shoul d not be identified with Muslins only as there had been instances of
others involved in violent acts.

"The Jews, Hi ndus, Buddhists, Christians and even atheists al so engage
inviolence and it is, therefore, unfair to link violence with Islam" he
sai d.

Wars only affected i nnocent people as the terrorists thensel ves may not
be affected at all.

"Even if they (terrorists) are caught or killed, there is no guarantee
that others would not take their place," he said, adding that this was why
Mal aysi a was agai nst the use of viol ence.

To restore the imge of Islam he said Muslimcountries and their people
must act rationally.

"Muslimcountries nmust push for an international conference of Islamc
countries and also for another involving all countries to discuss the
issue of terrorismand its interpretations (tafsiran)."

Dr Mahathir added that international |aws must be enacted to curb
viol ence and terrorism

"Only if the Organisation of Islamc Conference acts rationally in
facing the issue of terrorismcan the image of |slambe restored,” he
sai d.

To a suppl enmentary question from Ahmad Husni, Dr Mahathir said
Mal aysi ans were also directly or indirectly involved in the conflict as
there were those who were of the opinion that Muslins around the world
supported terrorism

"This is not true,"” he said, adding that this had caused great problens
to the extent that even a Sikh, wearing a turban, was ni stakenly shot dead
in Texas.

"Be careful when you (referring to the Sikhs here) go overseas, we |ove
all of you and woul d not want anything to happen to you," he said in a
Iighter vein.

To a supplenentary question from Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi Awang (Pas-
Marang), Dr Mahathir said without a proper definition, anybody could be
termed a terrorist although they were actually fighting to free the
country fromcolonialists.

He said these people were terned as terrorists by the colonialists and
were hunted down, but when they were victorious and rul ed the country,
they were no | onger considered terrorists.

"For exanple, in Kenya, when Jonpb Kenyatta fought the British, he was
called a terrorist.

"But when the British conceded defeat and he (Jonp) was nade Kenya's
first President, he was no | onger considered a terrorist."

However, he said to achi eve whatever their aimwas, they should not
resort to neans that affected the lives of innocent people.

Mal aysi a did not accept US President George W Bush's statenent that
countries which did not support the US were on the side of the terrorists.



"W cannot accept this.

"However, we must al so renenber that when Bush nade the statenent, he
was still very angry over the attacks on his country.

"However, during ny recent tel ephone conversation with him he was very
rational and there was no nention of this."

Mal aysia's stand was very sinple in that it opposed the use of viol ence
but this in no way nmeant it supported terrorists.

To a suppl enentary question fromDr Tan Seng G aw ( DAP- Kepong), Dr
Mahat hir said he had witten to British Prime Mnister Tony Blair
expl aining Malaysia's stand on the matter and he (Blair) had agreed there
was a need for an international conference on terrorism

"l also wote to Bush telling himhow Malaysia felt with regard to
vi ol ence and he said he woul d discuss the matter further when we neet at
t he Apec neeting."

He sai d destroyi ng Af ghani stan woul d not be the solution as it was not
the only country involved in terrorism

"Those involved in terrorismare also fromother countries and there is
a possibility they may strike again.

"Therefore, | stress that the best way would be to hold the
i nternational conference and find a pernmanent resolution to the problem"”

( END)



	PM: Malaysia rejects use of violence to resolve problems (NST 09/10/2001)

