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Peace needed for devel opnent

Manan Gsman; M m Syed Yusof; Hanzah Jamal udin

LUMJT, Mon. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said the Governnent's
aspiration of turning Malaysia into a centre of nedical excellence would
not materialise without a peaceful and stable political climate.

The Prime M nister said wi thout peace and stability the Governnent woul d
not be able to concentrate on devel oping the country.

"Instead it will have to focus on countering internal and externa
threats and the funds to be used for devel opnent will have to be
channel | ed for sonething el se."

In such a situation, he said the Governnment woul d have to spend nmore on
i nproving the security of country and therefore would have | ess noney to
spend on devel oprent.

Speaki ng at the opening of the Armed Forces Hospital at the Royal
Mal aysi an Navy base here today, Dr Mahathir said Malaysia had the ability
to develop its nedical facilities and make it on par with other devel oped
countri es.

He said the Governnment's plan to build seven "paperl ess" hospital s under
the Ei ghth Mal aysia Plan woul d enhance the country's nedical capabilities.

Equi pped with the nost advanced i nformati on technol ogy, Dr Mahathir said
all the medical data and docunents would be stored in the conputer system

He however did not el eborate on the hospital projects.

Dr Mahat hir hoped the opening of the Armed Forces Hospital today woul d
mar k t he begi nning of a new age in nmedicine for the country.

He said the hospital, which is equipped with the | atest equi pment, was
capabl e of providing up-to-date nedi cal and special i sed services.

"It is a nodern hospital with specialised facilities like the diving and
hyperbaric nmedicine. It is also has close relations with other hospitals
such as Universiti Kebangsaan Mal aysi a Hospital and ot her governnent
hospital s," he said.

The RM65 million Arnmed Forces Hospital, which began operations in 1996,
isthe third mlitary hospital after Kinrara in Kuala Lumpur and Ter endak
in Mal acca.

The 164-bed hospital with seven wards, provides all basic and
speci al i sed services to the RW popul ati on and sonme 35, 000 arned forces
personnel fromthe northern region, their famlies and pensioners at the
naval base

Facilities available at the hospital include an out-patient clinic,
emergency and accident unit, surgical unit, orthopaedic unit, pathology,
pharmacy, imagi ng, obstetrics and gynaecol ogy, psychiatry and
physi ot her apy.

The hospital al so has nmagnetic resonance i nmagi ng equi prent and seven
haenodi al ysi s machi nes.

Its nmost advanced equipnent is the RVMb nmillion hyperbaric chamber, a
deconpressi on chanber for the treatnment of problens relating to underwater
di ving and adverse clinical cases that require oxygen therapy. Set up in
January 1997, the chanber has treated nore than 300 victins of clinica
and diving rel ated incidentss.

Simlar chanbers are available at the RW Area One headquarters in
Kuantan and the RW Area Two headquarters in Labuan. The chanber is not
avail abl e at any ot her governnent hospital in the country.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir, who was on a day-long visit to the RW base here,
i nspected a guard-of -honour nounted by 101 RWN officers led by Lt Kdr



Ahmad Mahnood before attending a briefing by Fl eet Operati ons Conmander
Laksamana Muda Datuk I1yas Din.

He later wi tnessed the handing over of a training ship MW Fajar Sanudera
from Pel angi Shi pping Sdn Bhd (PSSB) to RW. The 2, 165-tonne ship, which
is 90 metres long and 15 netres wi de can nove at a maxi num speed of 19
knots and stay in the open sea for 21 days.

Currently docked at the RWMN KD Pel andok training unit, it has four
cl assroons, a conputer |lab, a staff ness, a surau and a dining room and
can accommodat e sone 400 trai nees and crew nenbers.
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