19/ 08/ 2001
PM Don't be influenced by teachings

Farush Khan in Sei yun, Hadhranout
CONCERNED with the fate of Muslins and the danger of disunity, Datuk Ser
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad cal | ed on Mal aysi ans studyi ng | sl am abroad not to be
i nfl uenced by teachings unrelated to the religion.

The Prime Mnister said this was inportant as they would return to their
honmel and to educate the people "what |Islamactually is".

Islam he said, was a religion which enphasi sed on brotherhood.

"However, the Muslins today are far from being brothers. They becone
enem es to each other. They cannot develop their country and becone weak,"
he tol d Mal aysi an students who are studying at the University Al -Ahgaf in
Ta'arim about 60kmfromhere yesterday.

There are 188 Mal aysi an students in Yenen. They are private students
pursuing Islanc studi es and the Arabi c | anguage.

He said as they were weak, Muslinms were being killed or tortured
i ndiscrimnaately. Muslimchildren, he said, were killed in Pal estine by
the Jews, but "we did nothing".

This was so because Muslins did not do what was required by their
religion, which was to stand up to their enenies, he said.

Dr Mahathir said the Muslins there are fond of |eaving their predicanment
to fate and it was this attitude which made t hem weak.

He said the Yenenis appeared interested to | earn from Mal aysi a because
of the extent of devel opnent that they saw Mal aysi a had achi eved.

"If devel opnent is not inportant to Miuslins why shoul d they be
i nterested?"

He al so spoke on the need for the Muslins to diversify their expertise
and speciality.

"Sonme of us need to |learn about Islamspecifically and others go into
other fields, especially the information technol ogy which is expandi ng."

This, he said, was necessary to ensure that Muslins were not |eft out
and become weak and oppressed.
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