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Peacekeeping rol e preferred

Anni e Freeda Cruez

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Malaysia will study the inplications of joining the
mul tinational security force in Afghanistan as it does not want to be
involved in "fire-fighting” or mlitary action.

Def ence M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said Ml aysia preferred to
be peace-keepers under the United Nations.

"Yest erday, the Ml aysian H gh Conm ssioner Datuk Salim Hashi mand the
def ence attache Kol Kamaruddin Mattan in London attended a nmeeting with
British officials to discuss the details of the operation.

"They di scussed the issue of how many countries would be sending troops,
the inplications of sending the troops from Mal aysi a, and what they are
supposed to do and the cost."

He told the New Straits Tines that Salimand Kanmaruddi n were schedul ed
to subnit a detailed report on the neeting to hi msoon

"As soon as | get the report, | will study the matter in depth before
presenting it to the Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad and t he
Cabi net for discussion and deci sion," he added.

Naji b said although he was inforned that Mal aysia was one of the
countries selected to be part of the multinational security force in
Af ghani st an, he had not made a decision as "we want to know t he
i mplications.”

According to agency reports, senior nilitary officials from 16
countries, including Malaysia, who were willing to contribute to a
mul tinational security force in Afghani stan, had gathered i n London
yesterday to thrash out details of an inm nent depl oynent.

The countries that participated were the Czech Republic, France,
Germany, Greece, ltaly, the Netherlands, Norway, Spain, Turkey, Australi a,
Canada, Jordan, New Zeal and and the United States.

The round-table tal ks, at the crisis managenent bunker at the Mnistry
of Defence, were to assess what each side could offer in ternms of troop
nunbers and har dwar e.

Al so on the agenda was the issue of the kind of UN mandate they want to
oper at e under.

As to who would lead the nmultinational security force, Najib said he had
learnt that it would be UK-led and that the European Union had decided to
partici pate.

"Mal aysia wants to contribute a neaningful role to the peace process in
the multinational security force which is sanctioned by the UN security
council ," he added.
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