18 APR 2001
Pekan Rabu
PEKAN RABU TO GET RML3 M LLI ON FACELI FT

ALOR SETAR, April 18 (Bernama) -- Pekan Rabu will be renovated at a
cost of RML3 million to inprove its inmage as a trading centre for
Bum puteras and a tourist attraction.

Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain said the bazaar
woul d be renaned Pekan Rabu-Che Det Mall after the project was conpleted in
si X nmonths' tine.

The upgradi ng work woul d i nvolve the construction of a kilonmetre-1|ong
Che Det Wl k al ong Jal an Tunku Ibrahimin front of the conplex, he told
reporters after perform ng the ground-breaking for the project here today.

Che Det is the nicknane given by locals to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, who was a trader at Pekan Rabu before he becane a doctor.

Pekan Rabu is popular with | ocal and foreign tourists shopping for
cl ot hes, handicraft and traditional Ml ay delicacies.

Syed Razak said the former five-storey Mara office building in the area
woul d be converted into a budget hotel.

An open area between Pekan Rabu and Enpire Arked will be turned into a
venue for holding cultural and art performances. Coffee kiosks will also be
built there.

A 70m stretch of Sungai Raja next to Pekan Rabu will al so be devel oped
into a pedestrian mall known as Dataran Sungai Raja.

Syed Razak said an office block in Taman Jubli Perak here was being
converted into a nenorial in honour of the country's first prime mnister,
the late Tunku Abdul Rahman.

The menorial, expected to be opened soon, will display itens not found
in the Tunku Abdul Rahman Menorial in Kuala Lunpur.
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