14/ 04/ 2001
Pendul um swi ngs back towards Marxi an thesis

Rozi Al'i

A DI FFERENT sort of celebration will take place on Labour Day. The d oba
ML Al liance, a novenent to fight globalisation and corporate tyranny,

pl ans to stage a nass bl ockade in many countries, starting at the stock-
exchange offices and spreadi ng across the surroundi ng busi ness bl ock.

A sequel to the many anti-capitalist protests seen in recent days, the
aimof the ML protest is, at |least synbolically, to bring the business of
neo-1i beral globalisationto a halt for a day.

Such devel opnents beg the question eloquently put by Jacques Derrida: Is
Marx, like the ghost in Hamet, "looks at us and sees us not see it even
when it is there"?

Derrida's Spectres of Marx and Al ex Callinicos' Against Postnodernism A
Marxi st Critique say we live in tines when it is inmpossible to ignore the
i mpact of Marxist thought, be it tangible or invisible.

It is there, at least inits nany variants, subtleties and nuances, and
we see it expressed, fromthe various strident anti-capitalist protests to
the growi ng demands for reformto the international financial
architecture

Noted is the popular rise of social denbcrat and centre-left parties in
Europe. Even Tony Blair's Third Way i s undi sputably centre-left, a new
di mension to social denocrat politics.

d obal events such as the "peso" and "tomyan' crises and the recent
punmel I i ng of the Australian dollar debunk Francis Fukuyama's "end of
hi story" and end of socialism

Ironically, the victory of neo-liberalismhas led to the resurgence of
the left, in newforns. So we see how Russia's sorry state of affairs has
pronpted its intellectuals to call for left-wing politics to throw |light
on the nature of socio-economc and political struggles that stemed from
the major crisis in contenporary denocratic politics and |ate capitalism

Those reluctant to enbrace the new left admit that the right is
i nadequat e and contradi ctory. The grand desi gn of extending free market
mechani snms to all domai ns has the potential to oppress the | ess devel oped
soci eti es.

Li ke our own Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, they point
to the tyranny of the international financial systemas an exanple of "the
face of economic growth that pose serious threats both to sustainability
and denocracy" (Andrew Carey, Taking the R sk Qut of Denocracy).

One of the contentions of the anti-corporate novenent is that the
realities of globalisation are the burgeoni ng power of transnationa
corporations to the point of overriding the sovereignty of the state and
the hyper-reality of foot-|oose capital

It is a sentinment aptly expressed by David Korten in Wen Corporations
Rul e The World: "The rewards of the financial trader go through the roof
whil e those of nurses, textile workers or teachers through the floor. The
extractive investor is taking advantage of price fluctuations to claima
portion of the value created by productive investors and by peopl e doi ng
real work".

Wi | e the devel opi ng countries are wooi ng foreign investors they realise
that, contrary to popular belief, some of the corporations are not kept
properly in check by the nechani sns of a global conpetitive econony.

But there is no choice but to take what is dished out on the platter by
the United States, her mghty allies and puppets such as WO, | M- and



Worl d Bank.

Despite the protests against neo-liberal capitalism or casino
capitalismas sonme call it, there seenms to be no evidence of a concrete
change except perhaps for the big powers' promise to do sonething for a
capitalismwi th a humane face.

And all the nore reason for the anti-capitalist novement to grow. So
observed Cuba National Assenbly president Ricardo Alarcon in the Jan 28

Wirl d Social Forumat Perto Alegre, Brazil, "The canpai gn agai nst
corporate tyranny that has united workers, environmentalists and
supporters of denocracy in a broad front: a "newinternational” - and the

future will be socialist or there will be no future; a socialismthat
real i ses people's ideals and becones the apex of denocracy".
Leftists of all hue - the new Leninists, Trotskyites, Marxists and
soci al denocrats and left-centrists - reflect the spectre of Marx.
There is already wide interest in the Marxist classics and Fi del
Castro's Neoliberal @ obal and the Third Wrld and a wite-up on the
mar xi st vi ew on the Yugosl av tragedy.

Where all this will lead to remains to be seen and, nore inportantly,
depends on how the US | ooks upon it and chall enges this new breed of
soci alism For sone, like Ham et's ghost, the question is to be or not to
be.

The only certainty is that the endismhad arrived for a short while,
enough for us to be seduced by the possible cloning of nade-in-USA
denocracy but only too briefly.

What ot her spectres will contend with Marx? Jefferson, MIIs, Dewey,
Keynes? History is, after all, circular. In the end, there is a new
begi nning and in the beginning, there is an end. Everything is a nael strom
of perpetual disintegration and renewal .

( END)
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