17 MAR 2001
Mahat hi r - Cari ng
PEOPLE SHOULD BE MORE CARI NG SAYS DR MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, March 17 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad has urged the people, especially those who are better-off,
to be nore caring towards the | ess fortunate nenbers of society.

He said the people irrespective of their status owed a debt of
gratitude to society.

"Whet her students, officers or the Prine Mnister, we will not get our
post or position without society. Society can determ ne our position," he
said at a dinner organised by Universiti Putra Malaysia's (UPM Asas
Strategi Komuni kasi student body here tonight.

Dr Mahathir said giving donations to and showi ng synpathy for the |ess
fortunate would help to pronote a caring and harnoni ous society.

Al t hough people Iike corporate figures paid taxes, their contributions
would be limted to this and would not directly help to strengthen ties
wi th other nmenbers of society, he said.

He said the governnent's role was also restricted by its limted
financial resources and this was where nmenbers of society could do their
bit.

"Sonetinmes we read in the newspapers about peopl e needi ng noney for
surgery...many people are willing to donate, not only to neet the needs in
the country but also for |less fortunate groups outside the country,” he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said it was inportant to instil in the younger generation
the habit of giving donations and doing other charitable acts to help
overcone problens faced by society.

He commended the UPM students for taking the initiative to finance the
function and to set up a welfare fund.

"I amconfident that if this project is continued, the donations raised
can be used in aid of education, surgery and other purposes,” he said.

"Sonetinmes the need ari ses suddenly and unexpectedly. Hopefully we can
seek help fromfunds like this and if it is managed well, its objective
will be net,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir hoped that nore students frominstitutions of higher
| earni ng woul d get involved in welfare work and use such activities to
train thensel ves to give sonething back to society.

The nmoney coll ected at the dinner was given to the Kual a Lunpur
Hospital Welfare Fund
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