22/ 12/ 2001

Peopl e reni nded about preserving harnony

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Rem nding the people of the inportance of preserving
raci al harnony, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said the
exi sting situation would spur the country's devel opnent.

Speaking at the Wnter Solstice Festival at Stadium Putra, Bukit Jalil
toni ght, Dr Mahathir praised Mal aysians for their racial and religious
t ol erance which had transfornmed Mal aysia into a progressive nation.

Citing events like Hari Raya Aidilfitri, Deepavali, Chinese New Year and
Christnmas, he said they denpnstrated their solidarity by joining in the
cel ebrations regardl ess of race and religion.

"By joining in the celebrations, we will be able to understand each
other's religion, culture and custom

"This is Malaysia... this is your country... this is our country... let
us work together to develop this country. Let us turn it into a devel oped
country in 2020," he said.

In a certain country, Dr Mahathir said, when the world econony suffered,
the situation in their countries worsened.

"The people rioted... they | ooted supermarkets and hypernmarkets because
prices of goods becane unaffordable but here we are still able to spend
during festive seasons," he added.

Dong zhi, which is celebrated on Dec 22, is a tinme for thanksgiving as
famlies reflect on the blessings of the past year and pray for prosperity
in the next.

Fam | i es cel ebrate the occasi on by naki ng tang yuen, or glutinous rice
flour balls, which synbolise unity and harnony, and offering themto
deiti es and ancestors during prayers.
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