25/ 07/ 2001

Perak to have botani cal garden

SLIM RIVER, Tues. - A national botanical garden, to be nodelled after the
Buchards Garden in Vancouver, Canada, will be set up in Perak.

The project will be undertaken by the National Landscape Department of
t he Housi ng and Local Government Mnistry at a cost of RVbO million.

Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Tajol Rosli CGhazali said the State Governnment
had agreed to allocate a piece of |and covering some 400ha in Fel da
Kanpung Bersih, Uu Slim near here, for the purpose.

Uu Slimwas chosen because of its undulating terrain with natural hot
springs, salt licks and nining ponds which could be turned into
recreational facilities.

The Buchards Garden is one of the nost popul ar gardens in the worl d.
Covering sonme 25ha, the garden, formerly a quarry occupi ed by a cenent
factory, was devel oped over a period of 30 years.

Speaking to reporters after visiting the area yesterday, Tajol Rosl
said the project was announced by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad recently after a Cabi net neeting.

Tajol Rosli said Uu Slimhad the potential for being turned into a
popul ar tourist destination, especially for visitors who | ove the back-to-
nat ure ki nd of tour packages.

He said the project would not cause undue harmto the | ush green
surroundi ngs or spoil the natural |andscape as it would be built around
t he hot springs.

"The hot springs will be the nain attraction here. Wth a tenperature of
al nrost boiling point at 98.2 degrees Celsius, it will undoubtedly attract
visitors to the area.”

Apart fromthe hot springs, there are also the Orang Asli settlement in
Kanpung Fel da Bersih and the traditional village in Kanpung Uu Slim
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