07/ 08/ 2001
Per ki ng up performance

Tan Sri Ramon Navar at nam

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohamad cane out strongly to warn
Bum putera students on July 27 that he woul d reduce university pl aces
reserved for themif they did not take their studies seriously.

He said he woul d take radical action agai nst those students who took for
granted their adm ssion to universities.

It has been proposed that new students sign a pledge that they would
concentrate on their studies and show results, otherw se they could be
di sci plined and even "sacked".

This inplies that the students could be dism ssed fromuniversities even
before they are asked to | eave by the university authorities for failing
t heir academi c exam nati ons.

For instance, if they are found to be denonstrating in the streets or
agitating and creating student unrest, then they could be deened to
qualify for dism ssal

He proposed that a special panel be set up, conprising volunteers
concerned with the poor acadenic performance of Bum putera students, to
study the problenms and to nake recommendati ons on how to i nprove the
per formance of Buni putera students.

But this probl emof acadeni c under-performance and poor discipline need
not be confined only to Bumi putera students. There could well be cases of
poor performance anong Chi nese and particularly Indian students.

Hence this problemshould not be regarded as a purely Bum putera problem
but a national problem All those who under-performw |l need to be
observed so that national productivity and unity are enhanced.

Hence, the panel could first concentrate on Bum putera students, but it
shoul d study other ethnic groups sooner or later if it is to be
conpr ehensi ve froma national perspective.

It is inportant that this panel is established for hopefully, it will be
able to identify, in a professional way, why Bum putra students perform
poorly despite the great ampunt of Government investnent in their
education and wel fare.

Firstly, the panel should ascertain the full extent of the assertion
that Bum putera students are doing badly. How poorly are they perform ng?
How do they conpare with other students with siml|ar soci o-economc
backgrounds?

We need to know the size of the problembefore action can be taken to
resol ve the probl em

Secondly, how rmuch political interference is there in the education
systemto subvert the students fromtheir real purpose, which is to study
diligently to prepare thenselves for | eadership in the various fields of
study to serve the nation?

Where political parties and politicians are found to be conbi ni ng
politics with teaching, then they shoul d be disciplined.

Thirdly, is the National Devel opnent Policy giving many Bumi putera
students the mindset that they will be protected right through life and so
they do not have to study as much as those who are not given special
privil eges?

If this is the case, then Buniputera students have to be encouraged to
conpete. Those who performwell should be rewarded on nerit and those who
are indifferent to studies should be pulled up and gi ven extra coachi ng.

If they still do not respond, they should be considered for technica



education, which they may find nore interesting than academ c | ear ni ng.

Fourthly, are there too many Bumi putera teachers in the education
systenf? Are there Bum putera teachers who believe in sparing the rod and
spoiling the child?

In other words, is discipline slack or even lacking? It would be better
to Mal aysi ani se the education systemin the National Schools so that a
mul ti ethnic teaching conmunity is able to foster nultiracial val ues.

This will enable Bum putera students to become | ess panpered and hence
nmore conpetitive.

Finally, the quality of teachers should be generally upgraded. It would
appear that there are many teachers who teach because they cannot find
ot her suitabl e enpl oynent on graduati on.

Simlarly, the curricula should be reviewed and revised to make them
much nore relevant and interesting to the students.

Sonme of our syllabi and teachi ng nethods coul d be nodernised with the
greater use of information technol ogy and conputers.

Al t hough a high proportion of the Budget is expended on education, the
al l ocations have to be increased if the salaries of teachers are to be
rai sed and the facilities expanded.

Having said all that, the Government nust enphasi se productivity and
quality in the education delivery system There will be no purpose in
i ncreasing salaries and budget allocations if the teachers are not going
to be judged and rewarded according to performance and nerit.

| believe that with the benefit of a professional study and the right
approach, the academi c performance of Bunmiputera students will be greatly
i mproved.
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