29/ 12/ 2001

Perlis MCA conducts “secret ballot' on candi date

KANGAR, Fri. - The results of a secret ballot conducted by Perlis MCA
di visions on potential candidates for the |Indera Kayangan by-el ecti on were
yesterday submitted to party president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik

State Bari san Nasi onal chairman Datuk Seri Shahi dan Kassimsaid a letter
of proposal on the favoured candi date was al so submtted to BN chairman
and Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad for consideration.

Shahi dan, who is the Menteri Besar and State Umo chief, said this after
chairing a State Umo neeting here.

observers said the candi date sel ecti on was being carefully done in the
light of the party's internal problens.

A State MCA official, who was present during the voting exercise, said
it was conducted at Putra Pal ace Hotel here several days ago.

He said committee nmenbers of the three MCA divisions in the State -
Kangar, Arau, and Padang Besar - voted in the secret ballot.

The official said Shahidan presided over the proceedi ngs and did not
di scl ose the results.

It is understood that four persons are vying to be MCA candidate for the
seat. They are Perlis Wanita MCA chai rman and Arau division chief Qui Ah
Lan, Kangar division deputy chief Steven Lee, State MCA secretary Tan Kok
Kheng and Kangar divi sion committee nmenber Chn'g Ban San.

Qui, widely seen as being aligned to Dr Ling's Team A, is believed to be
the | eadi ng potential candidate, while Tan is described as a neutral party
inthe MCA's internal conflict.
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