05/ 08/ 2001
Per odua rolls out 500, 000th vehicle

Nel son Fer nandez

RAWANG, Sat. - The rolling out of the 500,000th vehicle made by Perusahaan
O onobi | Kedua Sdn Bhd (Perodua) was officiated by Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad at its plant in Sungai Choh today.

By a coi nci dence, the vehicle that made the half mllion mark was
Perodua's | atest offering, the Kelisa, which will be officially | aunched
on Aug 24.

During his tour of the plant, Dr Mahathir conducted the final five-point
check for the car and signed and sealed its inspection certificate.

Per odua nanagi ng director Datuk Ab Rahman Ovar | ater presented the car
to Dr Mahathir as a gift, which bore the registrati on Perodua 2001.

The car, fitted with a 1,000cc, 12-valve DOHC fuel injection engine, is
tentatively priced between RVB6, 000 and RMV39, 000.

It is based on the Daihatsu Mra platformwi th nodifications to the
front and rear parts.

Booki ngs for the car, which cones in the EX, GX and EZ variants, can be
made at all Perodua deal ers from Monday.

Kelisa, which is named after the popular fish also known as the Arrowana
or Gold Dragon, is the fifth nodel in the Perodua stable after the Kancil,
Rusa, Kenbara and Kenari

Dr Mahathir also officially opened Perodua's second cyli nder head
machining line, which is fully automated and able to provide an additiona
capacity of 70,000 units per annum conpared to 60,000 units for the first
I'ine.

He al so had a | ook at the conpany's concept prototype, which is a cross
over of the Mni and Milti-purpose vehicle body styles, with futuristic
desi gns and features.

At a Press conference, the Prine Mnister said he was i npressed with
Per odua' s achi evenents within seven years of producing its first car in
1994.

"Production is now all automated ... engine production is all Ml aysian,
except for the transm ssion,” Dr Mahathir added.

He said Perodua' s success, including in the field of Research and
Devel opnent, clearly proved that Ml aysi ans have the potential to grasp
new technol ogies within a relatively short span.

On the Kelisa, Dr Mahathir expressed confidence that it would be popul ar
anong Mal aysi ans due to its attractive design.

Asked about Perodua's | ocal sharehol ders equity interest negotiations
with its two Japanese owners, he said foreign stake was now seen as
necessary.

Thi s was because Perodua woul d have to be a nobre cost-effective
manuf act urer when the Asean Free Trade Area (Afta) Agreenent, with respect
to the autonotive industry, is inplenented in 2005.

Perodua's | ocal shareholders are UMN Corp Sdn Bhd (38 per cent), MBM
Resources Bhd (20 per cent) and PNB Resources Corp Sdn Bhd (10 per cent)
while its foreign owers are Mtsui Ltd (seven per cent) and Dai hatsu
Mot or Co, which owns 25 per cent of Perodua including five per cent held
t hrough Dai hatsu (M Sdn Bhd.

Ab Rahman said about 3,000 to 4,000 units of the Kelisa would be
manuf actured a nonth, and was confident of selling that many units in the
same peri od.

He said with the new addition, Perodua hopes to capture at |east 30 per



cent of the local autonobile market conpared to 28 per cent at present.
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