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Fi rdaus Abdul I ah; P. Sharm ni

THE preservation of the environnment is an inportant guideline in the

nati onal devel opnent bl ueprint, but sonme devel opers are still reluctant to
heed the Governnent's appeal to practise conservation.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said al t hough the
Governnment viewed environmental preservation seriously, devel opers were
still taking the matter lightly.

"W have been practising the preservation of environnent concept in
devel opi ng the country, but at tinmes devel opers do not heed our advice.
They prefer to cut and flatten the hills to erect buil dings when in actua
fact you can do it without cutting the hill."

Speaking to reporters after opening the Paya | ndah Wetl ands i n Dengki
near Putrajaya yesterday, he said hills could remain in devel opnent
projects as they could be an attractive feature in the | andscape.

He sai d devel opers shoul d understand that at present people were
prepared to pay nore for residential areas where the devel opnent concept
was nature-friendly.

"Many devel opers agree to this fact now and | hope they will nanifest
this by not cutting down hills indiscrimnately," he said, citing exanples
of nature-friendly devel opments i n Langkawi , Kedah

He said several holiday resorts in Langkawi attracted regular |ong-term
foreign guests for the sinple fact that they were built in the jungle with
m ni mal destruction to nature.

"They enjoy being in such an environnent and t he devel opers shoul d
understand this as facts because in the end they tend to gain nore ... it
is possible to carry out devel opment wi thout destroying the environment,"
he sai d.

He al so advised architects to focus on the need to perfect fina
details of their designs so that apart from being attractive, buil dings
such as residential units becone user-friendly.
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