11/ 12/ 2001
Petrol dealers still waiting for nod on rate increase

Azl an Abu Bakar
LOCAL petrol deal ers have not regi stered significant progressintheir
demand for a 4 sen alitre increase in their conm ssion rates.

A week had passed since the date the Governnent was supposed to announce
its stand on the issue. So far, the petrol dealers are still in the dark
over the matter.

The Governnent's deci si on was expected to be announced | ast week by
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad after the Cabinet's weekly

neeti ng.

"We are still waiting for the Prime Mnister to make up his nind because
he is the one who has the authority to nmake the endorsenent.

"We are still puzzled as to when he will actually tell the public," an

i ndustry source told Business Tines in Kual a Lumpur yest er day.

Sources sai d sone deal ers want to wait until after the festive seasons
before considering any alternative action. Afewof themthink the
Gover nnent i s purposely del ayi ng the announcenent just to teach the
deal ers a | esson.

Petrol Deal ers Associ ation of Ml aysia (PDAM had two nont hs ago
requested arevisionintheir commssionrate fromthe Governnment. The
conmi ssion was | ast revised in 1994.

The associ ati on had approached the Donestic Trade and Consuner Affairs
M nistry and the matter was brought to the Cabi net neeting two weeks ago.

It had been reported that Dr Mahathir was expected to announce the
Government' s deci si on on the subject | ast week. The petrol deal ers were
bul i sh that the decision would be in their favour.

Sour ces said the del ay coul d be because the i ssue needs to be studied
further as it involves public interest.

The PDAMsaid it has no coment at the noment and leaves it all to the
Governnent's goodwi Il to make sure what is best for the oil industry.

"l do not want to el aborate on the issue at the nonent, just wait for
t he Governnent to nmake its decision,” PDAMpresident Alang Zari Ishak told
Busi ness Ti mes yesterday.

Mbst of PDAM nenbers have different views on the outcone of the issue.
One menber said, "W have waited a | ong while for the i ncrease and hope
that the Government | ooks at the matter fromour point of viewas a
change. "

"W feel disappointed and wonder why Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir has to take
along tine to deci de on our conmi ssion increase but it didn't take | ong
for himto nake the decision to increase the price of petrol,"” said a
petrol deal er.

"The Gover nnment shoul d deci de now and stop thi nki ng of other excuses to
delay the issue any longer. We're tired of waiting," said another deal er

PDAM had requested the 4 sen increase in petrol comm ssion in 1994 but
its request since then has not been finalised. The | ast i ncrease was about
1 sen in 1994 but dealers felt the rate wasn't enough

On Novenber 9, Dr Mahathir told deal ers not to pressure the Gover nment
to accept PDAM s dermand but at the sane tinme said dealers were allowed to
request the increase of 4 sen because it was their right but rem nded t hem
not to cite the increase in petrol price as the main reason
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