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Petrol deal ers not hopefu

Azl an Abu Bakar

PETROL deal ers in Klang Val |l ey are not expecting a positive outcone when

t he Governnent deci des on their demand for a hi gher petrol conmm ssion next
week.

Wi le satisfied with the Petrol Deal ers Associ ation of Ml aysia's ( PDAM
rolein fighting for the conm ssion increase, these deal ers are not
hopeful that the Government will bend to the demand.

"Even t hough PDAMi s trying hard to seek approval fromthe Governnent
for the rise in conm ssion, nost of us are not sure whether the Prine
M nister will neet our dermand," one petrol deal er tol d Busi ness Ti nmes
yest er day.

It was reported that Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad is expected to
announce the Government's deci sion on the petrol conmi ssion issue next
week after the weekly Cabi net neeting.

The petrol deal ers' request for a new comission rate at 10.18 sen a
litre was subm tted at | ast week's neeting by the Donestic Trade and
Consuner Affairs Mnistry.

Petrol dealers have cited swelling operating cost as the reason behind
their demand for a newrate that is 4 sen alitre higher than the current
ones.

"I't's about tine sonmeone sai d somet hi ng about the comm ssion issue as it
has been going on for too |l ong," one petrol deal er said.

A deal er i n Bangsar said: "The Governnent shoul d consi der our request
seriously because if the situation stays the sane, we will continue to
| ose noney and not be able to operate our stations on full scale.

"The public thinks we live in luxury but that is not true... we are
struggling to nake our business work."

Thi s year al one, 40 petrol stations had to shut down their operations as
they failed to nmeet oil conpanies' condition in the agreenment which
di sabl e dealers to continue their operating |icense

"Shortage of capital is also a reason why nany petrol stations have no
choice but to cl ose down after all the hardwork they put in," said an
official from PDAM

At present, deal ers' conmi ssion stands at 6.18 sen per litre for petro
and 2.27 sen per litre for diesel. The rate has never been revi sed since
1994.
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