15/ 07/ 2001

PM Mal aysi ans capabl e of producing aircraft

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Malaysians will one day be able to produce
sophi sticated aircraft using nodern technol ogies, Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sai d today.

In expressing his hope and confidence, Dr Mahathir said it was not a
hard or an inpossible task and coul d be achi eved step by step, provided
that there was willingness and al so conmi tnent by Mal aysi ans t hensel ves.

"It is not inpossible. W Mal aysi ans can do it. And one day, we m ght
even be able to produce nodern aircraft using rockets.

"When we began our car-nmking industry sone 15 years ago, people did not
have confidence in us and | ooked down on Ml aysi ans.

"But today, we have established ourselves and this is an achi evenent for
us to be proud of."

He said this in his speech before | aunching the Asean Voyage of
Friendshi p Expedition held in conjunction with 21st Kual a Lunpur Sea Ganes
next nonth.

The event was held at the Royal Mal aysian Air Force base in Sungai Besi.

Dr Mahathir said that aviation science had nade much progress and that
Mal aysi ans shoul d adopt the new technol ogi es so that they woul d not be
left out in the rapid devel opnent.

"Today, we have Airbus, Boeing 747, Concorde and ot her nodern aircraft
but we rmust renenber that during the initial period, things were very
different. All the progress which we are enjoying today was only achi eved
over the time."

He said it was inportant for Ml aysians to have confidence in thensel ves
and believe that one day they woul d eventual |y achi eve what they want ed.

"We can start on a small basis initially and | ater on progress to a
| arger scale. What is inportant is the spirit, interest and determ nation
todoit."

( END)
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