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PM Anerican nmedia one great propaganda machi ne

Sar ban Si ngh

PETALI NG JAYA, Sat. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad today described the
American medi a as "one great propaganda machi ne” which is nowtrying to
link Irag to the anthrax attacks in the United States.

Addi ng that the Anerican nedia was very powerful, the Prine Mnister
said there were only three countries in the world which coul d use ant hrax
effectively by putting some additives.

"They are the US, Russia and Iraq. Oobviously the target (now) is lraq,"”
he told reporters upon returning froma holiday in Japan and Sout h Kor ea.

Prior to that, Dr Mahathir attended the Asia-Pacific Econoni c Co-
operation summit in Shanghai, China.

"So, the beginnings of justifying an attack on Iraq are al ready being
made in the Press. People will now becone very angry with Iraq and the US
Governnent will then be forced to act because the Press keeps pushing this
line," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the Anerican Press was actually drawi ng up the agenda
for the governnent by their reports.

"I'n fact, they nould the thinking of the people. They run the country.

"At this nmonment, the people in US are very angry because of the way
things are reported. It's always denpnising all the others," he said.

Dr Mahathir said it was natural for the Anericans to get angry after
readi ng such reports.

Asked whether the US should stop its raids on Afghanistan with the
coming of the Muslimholy nonth of Ramadan, Dr Mahat hir said the attacks
shoul d be halted irrespective of any occasi on.

This, he said, was because not hing has been achi eved fromthe attacks so
far.

"This is the difference of opinion we have with the Americans but | am
glad this is not held against us,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said Malaysia's views were al so supported by other nations
i ncludi ng Russia which felt that diplomatic neans should be used to find a
solution to the terrorist problem He said Mal aysia was agai nst the attack
on Af ghani stan fromday one as civilians were bound to end up as
casual ti es.

"As far as | know, there isn't one confirmed report which stated that
menbers of the Al -Qaeda novenent were killed in these attacks.

"That's why we don't agree as we feel that is not the way to deal with
the problem™ he said.

Dr Mahathir said foll owi ng these attacks, |srael had gone overboard and
attacked Pal estinians wantonly. The Israelis, he said, purportedly
attacked Pal estinians foll owing the assassi nati on of one of its mnisters.

He said the killing of the Israeli minister was due to the killing of
seni or Palestinian officials in Yasser Arafat's government.
"The Pal estinians were actually avenging the killing of their people.

"But what you read in newspapers is that it is the Israelis who are
actually retaliating against the Pal estinians," he said, adding that nore
Pal estinians were killed conpared to |sraelis.

Asked whether the US should reviewits foreign policy, especially in
relations with Israel and other Muslimnations, Dr Mahathir said this was
not for himto decide

"It's not for me to say ... all we have said is that they (US) should
give consideration to the problens faced by the Pal estinians and ot her



Musl i m nations," he said, adding that he had conveyed this to President
George W Bush and ot her | eaders during the Apec neeti ng.

Dr Mahathir said he believed Bush may have told Israel not to retaliate
agai nst the Pal estinians in such a manner.

"But you know I srael ... how arrogant they can get," he said.

Asked whet her the Apec nmeeting had nmet its objectives, Dr Mahathir said
it had all owed the devel opi ng countries to represent their views nore
effectively. He said this year's neeting did not nention issues concerning
gl obal i sati on and t he openi ng of nmarkets.

"I put forward the views of devel oping countries and the need for
appl yi ng the prosper thy nei ghbour policy," he said.

On Bush's evaluation of himas a person with a very good sense of
humour, Dr Mahathir said the US president hinself was very friendly.

"Well, | think we went on quite well with each other. | wasn't serious
at all times ... | cracked jokes which | can't renenber. It was not a
sol etm occasion. "

Asked on his visits to Cheju Island in South Korea and Nagasaki in
Japan, Dr Mahathir said it was an opportunity for himto rest.

He said he had wanted to see how t he Koreans devel oped Cheju Island into
a resort island, incorporating it with botanical gardens, indoor gardens,
and cultivating farnms with different climates.

In Nagasaki, the Prime M nister said he had an opportunity to see how
t he Japanese grew their crops.

"l also had the opportunity to see howthey built their pedestrian malls
somet hi ng whi ch we have been trying to build, unsuccessfully, for a long
tine."

In jest, he said the holiday was al so to enable himto finish his work.
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