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PHI LI PPI NE- M LF NEGOTI ATORS GO HOVE W THOUT | NKI NG SECOND ACCORD

By: Al an Ting

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 20 (Bernama) -- The Third Formal Peace Tal ks between
t he Philippine Government and the Moro Islamc Liberation Front (M LF)
ended here today and negoti ators headed for honme w thout signing any
agreenment on rehabilitation and devel opment of the conflict areas in
M ndanao.

The M LF Chi ef Negotiator Mirad Ebrahimsaid today both sides were
havi ng di sagreenent over sone aspects of the rehabilitation and devel opnment
of conflict areas in M ndanao under the Tripoli Peace Agreenent signed in
March this year.

"Both sides need to go for consultation with their respective
principles on the matter,” he told Bernama on the |ast day of the six-day
formal peace talks.

Murad sai d yesterday both sides had sone di sagreenent over the
interpretation on the managenent aspect of the devel opnent projects under
the Tripoli Peace Agreenment with regard to how to use the noney that would
be allocated for the conflict areas in M ndanao.

He said the Philippine Governnment insisted that projects funded by the
gover nment shoul d be managed by the governnment while the MLF said they
shoul d manage t hem

Murad said both sides nmet late last night and this norning to thrash
out differences but they only nanaged to have sone prelimnary agreenent on
the need for further consultation with their respective principles on the
matter.

"However, no date has been set for the next round of formal peace talks
bet ween the Philippi ne Government and MLF," he said.

The Philippine Government and M LF had been engaged in talks at the
M nes Beach Resort, near here, since Monday to iron out technical aspects
of the peace accord reached by the two sides early this year

They managed to sign behind cl osed-doors on Thursday an agreenent on a
manual for ending hostilities in M ndanao, the troubled southern Philippine
state.

The signing of the Ml aysi a- brokered peace agreenent paved the way for
the establishment of local nonitoring teans, conprising non-governnenta
organi sations as well as MLF and governnent officials to oversee the
ceasefire

Both sides signed a ceasefire accord in Mal aysia two nont hs ago
wi tnessed by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohanmad and Philippine
President Goria Arroyo to end the conflict which had killed nore than
120, 000 peopl e.

Asked if the failure to reach an agreenment on the rehabilitation and
devel opnent of M ndanao is a setback to the peace tal ks, Miurad said: "I
don't think so."”

"In fact, the signing on the manual on Thursday signal s anot her
progress in the peace tal ks al though ot her aspects were not concluded in
this discussion," he said.

Earlier, both sides expressed optim smthat an agreenent on the
rehabilitati on and devel opnent of the conflict areas in M ndanao and
possi ble return of Miuslimancestral territorial rights could be reached by
the | ast day of the peace talKks.

The Philippine Government negotiators was |led by Jesus G Dureza while
Murad, who is also Chief of Staff of MLF, headed MLF s negotiators.
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