09/ 03/ 2001

Phi | i ppi nes wants to devel op hal al food industry

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The Philippines wants to devel op a hal al food
i ndustry and has chosen Mal aysia as one of the better exanples to learn
from Philippine comercial attache d en Penaranda sai d.

"Ml aysi a's production of halal food is recogni sed worl dwi de. W are
hoping to |l earn nmuch fromyou," he said.

Penar anda was speaking at a Press conference after a dial ogue between
| ocal businessnen and special envoys of Philippines' President Joria
Macapagal - Arroyo, Paul Domi nguez and Roberto Romul o.

Penaranda sai d the Philippines had considered other Islamc countries
but felt Mal aysia was a "good nodel" in the halal food industry.

He said the Philippines wanted to beconme a food producer. Currently, the
bul k of it food exports are cereals.

Both countries have al ready begun several initiatives, such as joint
conmi ttees on agricul ture, he added.

Earlier, Dom nguez and Rormul o gave a presentation on the business and
i nvestnent climate in the Philippines.

They are here to pronpte i nvestnent opportunities and to explain the
policies of the new Philippines' Government to Ml aysi an | eaders.

Dom nguez said they had met Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t hi s norni ng.

"President Goria Arroyo's nessage to Dr Mahathir was that there is a
new, fresh wind in the Philippines. The political situation has stabilised
and t he busi ness environnent has greatly inproved."

Under the Arroyo Governnent, Domi nguez said new policy thursts would
i nclude greater focus on information technol ogy and tourism and the
reconstructi on of M ndanao.

On bilateral trade, Dom nguez said 80 per cent of Philippines' exports
to Mal aysia was el ectronic products.

Last year, total exports ampunted to US1.4 billion (RVb.3 billion) and
inmports fromMalaysia US1.1 billion
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