18 CCT 2001
M ndanao- Manual
PHI LI PPI NE GOVT AND M LF SI GN AGREEMENT TO CONSOLI DATE PEACE PROCESS

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 18 (Bernama) -- The Philippi ne government and the
Moro Islamc Liberation Front (MLF) today signed behind cl osed doors here
an agreenment on a manual for ending hostilities in M ndanao, the troubled
sout hern Philippine state.

The M LF chi ef negotiator Mirad Ebrahimsaid the nove woul d pave the
way for the establishnent of |ocal nonitoring teans, conprising
non- gover nnent al organi sations as well as MLF and governnent officials, to
oversee the ceasefire there.

"The manual signed today woul d contain procedures and instructions for
| ocal nmonitoring teans, which would have to prepare reports on the
situation on the ground and they would start i mediately," Mirad told
reporters after the signing mnutes before senior officials of both parties
began the third round of formal peace talks in M ndanao.

The two sides had been engaged in talks at the Mnes Beach Resort Hote
here since Monday to iron out technical aspects of the peace accord reached
by the Philippi ne government and the MLF early this year

The signing of the Ml aysi a- brokered peace agreenent here was w t nessed
by the Mal aysian Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad and visiting
Phi l'i ppi ne president G oria Arroyo

Murad said the neeting this time around was to put into action what had
al ready agreed to in the peace deal

Manil a's chief negotiator Jesus G Dureza said with the manual agreed
by both parties they could now go to the ground and arrange wor kshops for
the officials who would i npl enent the ceasefire provisions.

"This is the inportant part, we have to see the reality on the ground
and work accordingly to maintain the ceasefire,” Dureza said.

Despite having signed the peace accord earlier this year, the two
parties had on numerous occasi ons been engaged in violent battles due to
| apses in the inplenmentation of the peace process, including the failure to
establish a Coordinating Conmttee on the Cessation of Hostilities to
supervi se and i nmpl enent the ceasefire agreenent.

"There had been some incidents of violence but we cannot put the bl ane
for this on one party alone...every incident had a different background but
now t hey have a ground rule to follow, " said Dureza.

The two parties would over the next two days concentrate on trashing
out details for the rehabilitati on and devel opnent of the conflict areas in
M ndanao and the issue of ancestral domain of the native people there.

An agreenent on this was expected to be inked before the current round
of tal ks ends on Sat urday.

Sunmming up their tal ks over the |last three days, Dureza said both sides
were highly confident that nore agreenents woul d be reached.

"This is a sincere effort by both sides and we are optim stic we could
reach nore such agreenents...we pray for sincerity of both the sides in
achieving | asting peace in M ndanao," echoed Murad, who is al so
vice-chairman for mlitary affairs and chief of staff of the Bangsanoro
Islami c Arnmed Forces.
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