19 OCT 2001
M ndanao- Del ay
PHI LI PPI NE GOVERNVENT AND M LF PEACE TALKS DELAYED

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 19 (Bernama) -- The third Formal Peace Tal ks between
t he Philippine government and Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MLF) today
was del ayed by disagreenent on the interpretation on the nmanagenent of the
devel opnent project under the Tripoli Peace Agreenent, MLF Chief
Negot i at or Murad Ebrahi m sai d.

He said the Philippine government and the M LF negotiators had
different interpretations on howto use the nmoney to be allocated for the
rehabilitati on and devel opnent of the conflict areas in M ndanao.

"GRP (Philippine government) insists that projects funded by the
gover nment shoul d be managed by the government while MLF said it should be
managed by them "™ he told Bernama after neeting Philippine governnent Chief
Negoti ater Jesus G Dureza on the second day of the senior official |eve
nmeeti ng between bot h sides.

Yest erday, the Philippine governnent and MLF signed behind cl osed
doors an agreenent on a manual for ending hostilities in M ndanao.

The signing of the Ml aysi a- brokered peace agreenent paved the way for
the establishment of local nonitoring teamns, conprising non-governnenta
organi sations as well as MLF and governnent officials to oversee the
ceasefire

The Philippine government and M LF had been engaged in talks at the
M nes Beach resort here since Monday to iron out technical aspects of the
peace accord, reached by the Philippine governnent and MLF early this
year.

Both sides had signed a ceasefire accord in Ml aysia tw nont hs ago,
wi tnessed by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohanmad and Phili ppine
President d oria Macapagal Arroyo, to end the conflict which has killed
nore than 120, 000 peopl e.

Mirad said both sides needed further consultations on the
interpretation and decided to resune the talks late tonight to thrash out
t he di sagreenment before formal schedul ed tal ks end t onmor ow.

"W will continue tonight and try our best at the panel |evel before
resumng at the technical conmttee |evel tommorow, " he said.

Asked if he was confident that the matter could be resolved and the
agreenment on the rehabilitati on and devel opnent of conflict areas in
M ndanao i nked tommorow, he said "we can at |east reach sonme prelimnary
agreement".

However, Dureza denied there was any delay but said both sides stil
needed to resol ve sone basic issues on the matter before any agreenent
coul d be signed.

"There is no delay, in fact we are working very fast, both sides are
really working hard,"” he said, adding that some technical conmttee nenbers
woul d continue to thrash out the differences tommorow.

Earlier, both sides had expressed optim smthat an agreenent on the
rehabilitati on and devel opnent aspects of the conflict area in M ndanao and
possi ble return of Miuslimancestral territorial rights could be reached by
the | ast day of the peace talk.
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