21/ 05/ 2001

PM Correct inbal ances

KOTA KI NABALU, Sun. - Muitual understandi ng and co-operation between
Bum put eras and non-Bumi puteras is crucial to correct the political and
econom c¢ i nbal ances between them Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad sai d.

Noti ng that generally the Bum puteras were politically successful while
t he non-Bumi put eras were econom cal ly successful, the Prime Mnister said
steps had been taken to rectify the inbal ance.

He said there was a need for the Bum puteras to use their politica
strength to assi st the non-Bum puteras and t he non-Bum put eras shoul d
reci procate by hel ping the Bum puteras succeed in the economc field.

"Only through nmutual co-operation will the Bum puteras and non-

Bumi puteras prosper," he said at a special gathering to mark the
di ssol ution of Angkatan Keadil an Rakyat (Akar) here today.

Al 't hough t he Bumi puteras were politically superior, they were willing to
accomodat e the non-Bumi puteras. In return, the latter had no objection to
t he New Economic Policy so that the Bumi puteras would have a fair share of
the country's econonic wealth.

"I amconfident we will eventually succeed in overcomng the politica
and econom ¢ gap between the Buni puteras and non-Buni puteras,"” Dr Mahathir
said, adding that the politics of sharing and accommpdati ng practi sed by
the Bari san Nasi onal was the best for Ml aysi a.

He sai d al though Umo could formthe government on its own, in the
interest of unity and political stability, it had chosen to work and share
power with the non-Bum puteras and other ninority races.

The Prime M nister said the BN s power-sharing concept had integrated
the people in the peninsula, Sabah and Sarawak.

Umo will continue to work towards uniting the people, especially the
Mal ays, as evident fromits proposal to hold Malay unity tal ks with Pas.

However, he regretted that Pas was not receptive to the idea although
Umo had denonstrated its seriousness and sincerity to tal k about the
nmatter.
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