15/ 09/ 2001
PM Al countries nust get together to deal with terrorism

Pat vi nder Si ngh; Nel son Fernandez

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said today terrorism
shoul d be viewed as a crine that has to be dealt with by the whole world
and called on all countries to get together and discuss the natter
seriously w thout taking sides.

"I amof the opinion that all countries of the world need to sit down
together to discuss this matter seriously w thout taking sides.

"Islami c countries cannot take sides with Islamc countries and non-
I'slami ¢ countries too cannot take sides with non-Islamc countries or take
sides with whoever is a friend," he said.

The Prime Mnister said this to reporters in the conpound of the United
St at es Enbassy here after signing a condol ence book for victinms of
Tuesday's terrorist attacks on New York and Washi ngt on.

"We should view acts of terrorismas a crine that has to be dealt with
by the whole world," Dr Mahathir said, adding that problens could not be
solved by retaliation and nore retaliation.

"That is why we do not agree with methods of terrorismlike this to
solve problens. W should find a way that resol ves the source of this
matter."

Asked if Ml aysia woul d provi de assistance to the USif called upon, Dr
Mahat hir said: "Yes, whatever we can do. You nust renenber that we al so
have sone people in the Wrld Trade Center who are still mssing."

Asked whet her the Cabinet directive to enhance security at strategic
sites would remain in force, Dr Mahathir said:

"Ch yes, we have to be alert all the tine. Wth terrorismthere is no
period when it ends. So we have to be on the alert all the time."

The Cabi net had on Wednesday directed increased security at al
strategic locations in the country as a preacutionary neasure.

Asked about the reports of threats against the Muslins in the US
following the terrorist attacks, Dr Mahathir said

"Well, | suppose that is a natural reaction but | hope that it will be
curbed as quickly as possible because it is not the right thing but, of
course, people at the monment are not in control of their enotions.”

Meanwhi | e, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar, echoing the
sentinments expressed by Dr Mahathir, said Mal aysia woul d support any form
of action to get the international conmmunity to work together in the fight
agai nst terrorism

"It is inperative that there should be strong co-operation anong al
countries to conbat terrorism We will support any action in the hope that
acts of terrorismcan be overcone," he said at a Press conference at Wsna
Putra.

Asked if Mal aysi a woul d support the US should the latter take mlitary
acti on agai nst Afghani stan, which had refused to hand over main suspect
Csana bi n Laden, he said:

"What ever action eventually taken, there nust be assurances that
civilians will not be affected.”

He said it was the view of npst countries that those reponsible should
be puni shed, but cautioned that careful planning nust be nade to ensure
t here was no room for m stakes.

"I'n the process, we have to make sure we are punishing the right
peopl e, " he added.
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